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Southgate Street Townscape Heritage Educational Resources  Lesson 2 

Lesson 2: How do we find out about older 

buildings? 

& a tour of Southgate Street 

(This lesson could be combined with lesson 3 – old photograph comparison) 

Aims:  

 To look at the different sources of evidence that can be used to find out about 

older buildings. 

 To visit Southgate Street and allow the children to gain an overview of the area.  

 To allow the children to look at the buildings in detail and find out some of the 

history behind them. 

 To help the children gather information that can be used throughout the topic.  

 

Lesson Resources Provided: 

 PowerPoint / Flipchart showing sources of evidence 

 Checklist for teachers 

 Child friendly Risk Assessment 

 Background information Southgate Street 

 Map of Southgate Street 

 Southgate Street field trip worksheet (notes page) 

 

Additional Lesson recourses  needed (for field work): 

 Clipboards 

 Pencils 

 Paper (for making additional notes) 

 

The Civic Trust are able to carry out the tours of Southgate Street.  

Contact Gloucester Civic Trust 

St Michael’s Tower 

The Cross 

Gloucester GL1 1PA 

01452 526 955 

tours@gloucestercivictrust.org 

http://www.gloucestercivictrust.org/discover-gloucester/ 

 

 

 

mailto:tours@gloucestercivictrust.org
http://www.gloucestercivictrust.org/discover-gloucester/
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Southgate Street Townscape Heritage Educational Resources  Lesson 2 

Classroom activity: 

1. Use the flipchart provided to look at the different sources of evidence that can 

be used to find out more about older buildings. 

2. Discuss with the children the advantages and disadvantages of each source of 

evidence. ie. Drawings from the past may not be accurate /historical accounts 

may not be accurate. 

3. Explain that the rest of this lesson will be to visit Southgate Street to see some 

buildings and find out about their history. 

Field work activity:  

1. In advance of field work check the walking route from the school to Southgate 

Street and carry out the appropriate risk assessments, including a child friendly 

risk assessment.  

2. Before leaving for the trip show the children a map of Southgate Street. Explain 

that the purpose of this trip is to give an overview of the buildings in Southgate 

Street. Looking specifically at certain buildings from different time periods.  

3. Show the children the chosen worksheet and demonstrate to them the sort of 

information you would expect them to record. E.g. name of a building, period 

from, interesting fact.  

4. Use the overview of Southgate Street to give the Children relevant information 

about the buildings. Encourage the use of questions. Use observational skills to 

note key features of the buildings being looked at (This will help with the being a 

building detective lesson later in the topic).  Get the children to mark the 

buildings they are observing onto their maps of Southgate Street. 

 

After field work activity: 

1. When back in Class discuss what we found out during our field work activity. 

Compile a list of questions – What else do we want to find out about Southgate 

Street? If possible work out the answers together. If not use as an extension 

activity and get the children to investigate the questions and try to come up with 

the answers. This could also be set as a piece of homework.  

2. Get the children to work in pairs and compare the information they have 

gathered. Get them to write up their notes in a way that is presentable.  
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Southgate Street Townscape Heritage Educational Resources 
 Lesson 2 

Resources 

Southgate Street Buildings – Background Information 
 

 

The Cross:  

The Cross has been an important meeting place throughout history, dating 

all the way back to the Romans. The High Cross, a stone structure dating 

back to the 13th century. It was originally used as an outside preaching 

pulpit. Before newspapers, the people of Gloucester would have heard all the 

news and listened to the many rules and regulations affecting their future 

and welfare at the foot of the cross.  

In the 17th century the cross was repaired and embellished as a substantial 

structure over 10m high, with niches containing statues of Kings and 

Queens.  

In 1751 the High Cross was removed to improve traffic along the streets. 

 

 

St Michaels Tower: 

The tower was built in 1465, although earliest records are from the 12th century. 

The tower’s bells were rung to impose an overnight curfew on house fires. Most of 

the City’s buildings were built of timber, so overnight fires would have been a 

great hazard. The bells ceased to ring for the curfew in the 2nd world war. The 

main body of the church was taken down in 1849 to allow Eastgate St to be 

widened. 

 

 

 

Bakers Jewellers & Clock: 

Edwardian shopfront. A clockmaker G A Baker traded here from 1882.  In 1904 

the building was listed. The clock was made by Neihms Bros in Bristol and is often 

known to never run quite to the correct time. 

The Clock does still work today and the bells chime every 15 minutes. The statues 

below the clock represent people from each of the areas of the UK – England, 

Scotland, Wales and Ireland. 

 

 

 

The Old Bell Inn: 

Picture shows the property built in the 1600s for apothecary (pharmacist) Thomas 

Yates. On the first floor is an elaborate carving over the mantle showing the Yate 

family. One of the seated Cherubs that represented his four sons is thought to 

have 6 fingers on his left hand. 

In the late 18th C James Lee Blue Maker painted it blue. 

In the early 1900’s it was the City Tea Warehouse, a metal tea canister stood on 

the roof.  

In 1912 it was incorporated into the Bell in. 
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The Bell Inn: 

From 1912 The Old Bell Inn was incorporated with The Bell 

Inn.  

The Modern day pictures show the space The Bell Inn would 

have covered. Can see it is quite substantial in Size. 

The original Bell Inn (before being incorporated with the 

Old Bell Inn) existed by at least 1544 and was the Premier 

Inn in Gloucester.  

George Whitfield, a founder of Methodism, was born here 

in 1714. Ordained as deacon and did his first sermon at St 

Mary decrypt in 1736. Georgy Whitfield gathered large 

crowds when he preached and was actually prevented form 

peaching inside some churches due to his views. He would 

often preach in the streets. 

 

In 1785 it was the official stop for the London Coach. 

It was demolished in 1969 and replaced with the buildings 

seen in the picture. 

 

 

Nerva Statue: 

 

A dig in Gloucester in 1969 at the Bell Inn found a statue of a 

roman soldier on a horse. Only Roman Emperors were depicted on 

horses. Statue created to mark the spot. Under the statue there 

is a time capsule with 130 items, including a signed Phil Vickery 

Rugby shirt. 

 

 

  

Robert Raikes House: 

Robert Raikes younger was born in 1736 and was baptised and 

educated at St Mary decrypt. In 1761 he took over the Gloucester 

Journal (now called the citizen and the second longest continuously 

published Newspaper in the Country). The journal was printed in 

Robert Raikes House.  

With a friend Rev Stock, Robert Raikes set up a Sunday School 

Movement. His wife used to make plum cake for some of the 

children and feed them in her garden at the back of the house.  

He died in 1811 and every child at the funeral was given one shilling 

(5p) and a plum cake. He is buried at St Mary deCrypt. 
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Crypt School: 

Founded by John and Joan Cooke as Gloucester’s first “frescole 

of grammar” with the first pupils attending in 1539. The rent for 

the land was one red rose paid to the rector of St Mary deCrypt 

every year. This is still paid today. Joan Cooke bought a piece of 

land outside of the city and this land is where the current Crypt 

Grammar school is built.  

 

The outside of the building (on the street front) has been 

renovated but the back is still original. The upstairs of the school 

can still be used but the ground floor collapsed and therefore not 

accessible. 

 

 

St Mary DeCrypt: 

Has an association with many famous Gloucestonians. 

John Biddle – The father of English Unitarianism was the master of 

the Crypt School from 1641 – 1645. 

George Whitfield – Preached his first sermon here and the pulpit he 

used with the sounding board is still in place. 

Robert Raikes family vault is here.  

Jeremy Wood (1756 – 1836) was a Gloucester Banker reputed to be 

the richest commoner in the Kingdom when he died is buried here. He 

died in 1836 worth £1.25million. He is thought to be the inspiration 

for Dickens ‘Scrooge’ and the long running dispute over his will is 

echoed in his ‘Bleak House 
 

  

Old Golden Anchor 

This is an early 20th century re-modelling of two older 

properties, designed to blend in with the neighbouring 

grade II* Robert Raikes House 

 

The Golden Anchor, as well established clothing store 

was on the site previously for several decades. 

 

 

New County Hotel  

The New County started its life as ‘The Old Ram’ and was one of the 

three 'Great Inns of the Abbey', the others being the New Inn in 

Northgate St and the Fleece in Westgate St, all with 16th Century 

origins. The Old Ram was remodelled in 1879 and became a commercial 

and posting hotel. The first documented landlady was Mrs Elizabeth 

Drewitt until 1885. The Ram was the first commercial premises in the 

city to have a telephone. The Ram closed in 1936 and after extensive 

refurbishment re-opened as The New County. 
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Copner House 

Town House mid - late 1700s. Windows 1850s. Now offices.  

Brick, stuccoed front, slate roof with gabled dormers.  

Double-depth block with carriage way through front range at  

south end. The front remodelled in mid C19, 

of four bays. The Copner family occupied the house 

from 1870 to 1938 when it was converted to offices. 

 

 

Black Swan Hotel 1849 - 50 

 

This pub closed in 2004 and is now in residential use. Built originally as a Hotel. 

Designed by architects Hamilton and Medland, Built of three storeys, attic and 

cellar. Symmetrical Italianate street facade, faced in ashlar, of three bays 

flanked by wider, slightly projecting end bays. 

 

 
St.Kyneburgh               Depiction of the Chapel and the                                              
………………………………………… South Gate from 1712 

St Kyneburgh’s Legend and Chapel 

The area known as Kimbrose Triangle was named after 

Kyneburgh, an Anglo Saxon princess, Gloucester’s only saint. 

She wished to dedicate her life to God, and ran away to 

Gloucester. She was murdered and thrown down a well. The well 

from the legend became known as St Kyneburgh’s Fountain and 

famed as a place of pilgrimage as well as for its healing powers. 

 

 
Southgate city Wall (housed in the 
modern day furniture shop). 

Roman Wall 

The Roman walls were adapted / re-built and used overtime as medieval 

defences. A four-metre section of the wall, was found during an excavation 

which runs along the same line as the art installation wall.  

The wall was made up of huge limestone blocks around one metre high by half a 

metre wide.  

The South Gate is mentioned in surviving documents from the year 1140 and 

continued an various forms until it was found an obstacle to traffic and were 

removed under an Improvement Act of 1781. 

 

 

Public Art 

The public art designed by Tom Price stands 17 metres tall in the square 

and helps to link Gloucester Quays and the city centre together. The 

tower is symbolic of the well in the story and the wall is on the general 

line of the original city wall. 

 



 

 
 

Southgate Street Townscape Heritage Initiative Educational Resources  

RISK ASSESSMENT FORM 
 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT THIS IS COMPLETED WITH THE CHILDREN INVOLVED 
IN THE ACTIVITY  

 
Complete this form and return to … please 

 

Date completed  Class  

Staff member 
present 

 

Activity with 
date 

 

Number of 
children 

 

Ratio  

 

What are the dangers? How can we stay safe? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature of Teacher  

Name of Teacher  

Date  

 



EDUCATIONAL VISITS CHECKLIST 
 

NAME OF TRIP:…………………………………………………….                                                                   DATE OF TRIP:…………………………….. 

              once 

INITIAL PREPARATIONS                                  complete 

Venue decided upon and pre visit appropriateness / risk assessment (when possible)  Phase   

Obtain HT approval  Party leader  

Check proposed dates with PA – considering implications for PPA and other events 

Provision date added to diary 

Party leader  

If residential visit or outside UK, risk assessment must be sent to the SHE unit 4-6 weeks prior to visit for approval.  Party leader  

Provisionally book venue  Party leader  

Fill in coach booking request form (Form A)  Party leader  

Quotes for coaches with seatbelts obtained  Office  

School Visits Costing Record prepared (Form B) 

Cost for all adults + pupil entry costs + coach = amount per child**  

Party leader  

Venue and coach approved  Party leader  

Coach booked  Office  

Venue booked (ask if need payment on day or will issue VAT invoice) Party leader  

All confirmations …………………………………….. Party leader  

Identify accompanying adults, ensuring correct ratio and availability. SSA’s to provide 1:1. Identify children needing 

1:2 and decide whether pastoral need to accompany with a car – confirm with HT and PT 
Party leader  

All relevant staff alerted, inform HT  

Include support in class, volunteers, music teachers as required  

Party leader  

Confirm date in the diary  Party leader  

Kitchen informed of date class not in school and number of FSM req’d when known Office  
 

LETTERS TO PARENTS – TO BE SENT BY OFFICE  

Party leader to complete attached trip information form (Form C) and send to ……………………….. Party leader  

Issue letters to parents Office  

Office to put spare letters in racks and on website  Office  

……………… to add payment and permission details to Parent Pay Office  
 

PERMISSION SLIP AND MONEY COLLECTION: 

Office to prepare tick sheet for each class with name of trip, cost per pupil and the following columns: slip, payment, 

FSM, parent helpers and comments 

Office  

Wallets to be sent to office each day for reconciliation. Please ensure that any money it clearly identifiable and has 

the permission slip attached 

Class Teacher   

 

MINIMUM OF TWO DAYS BEFORE TRIP: 

Check outstanding permissions via slips and parent pay  and inform office (no child to attend without written consent) 

Office to chase up those outstanding  

Party leader  

Arrange cheque from Business Manager if required  Party leader  

Parent helpers Next of Kin form to be completed (Form D) and groups sorted  Party leader  

First aid kit assembled, bucket, water, wipes, newspaper and plastic bags. Adults made aware of children with medical 

problems and appropriate medication included in pack e.g. inhalers  

Party leader  

Collect up to date class medical list from office  Party leader  

Sort milk arrangements if appropriate Party leader  

Complete risk assessment with the children Class Teachers  

Charge the school mobile and ensure it has credit. If Party leader using their own mobile ensure number is left in the 

office 

Party leader  

 

ON THE DAY OF THE TRIP: 

Brief all adults – group lists and risk assessment to all Party leader  

Review risk assessment and discuss expectations for behaviour with the children. Class Teachers  

All adults to complete the emergency contact forms All adults  

Leave information in office: completed risk assessment, group lists & adult information Party leader  

Trip pack to include: risk assessment, groups lists, adult information, emergency plan (form E), first aid kits and all 

required medicines and mobile phone – charged and on. 

Party leader  

Collect packed lunches from kitchen  Party leader  
 

AFTER THE TRIP: 

All monies to be totalled and reconciled against the original estimate. Final balance to be detailed on Form B, seen and 

acknowledged by HT 

Office  

All information, Risk Assessments and financial reports for trip to be filed for audit  Office  

* If the cost of the trip exceeds the £10 maximum chargeable you MUST discuss with the HT where the shortfall will come from. We 

cannot charge more than the actual overall cost per child. 

** Please remember that payment from parents for trips is only a voluntary contribution. As long as we have received permission from 

parent/carer that their child can take part, we cannot deny any child a place on the trip.  

 

 

 



FORM A 

 

COACH BOOKING FORM  

 

DATE OF TRIP  

  

Party 

leader 

DESTINATION  

   

Party 

leader 

LEAVING AT  

 Party 

leader 

RETURNING AT  

  

Party 

leader 

SEATS REQUIRED  

   

Party 

leader 

 

COACH PRICES 

 

COMPANY SEATER  PRICE   

    

Office 

    

Office 

    

Office 

 

 

 DATE  
 

COACH BOOKED    Office 

TRIP LETTER TYPED    Office 

KITCHEN INFORMED    Office 

PERMISSION LETTERS CHASED UP   Class Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FORM B 

 

  

School Visits – Costing Record  

 

Proposed date:………………………..                               Teacher responsible:…………………………………               Class……….         Yr:……… 

 

Visit to…………………………………………………………………… 

 

Name of Coach firm:…………………………………………………. Telephone number:…………………………….. 

 

Time of departure/return:………………………………………………… No. of pupils taking part:………………….. 

 

 

ESTIMATED COSTS 

   £ 

Cost of coach     

Admission costs     

One adult free for every 10 

children  
   

    

Total Estimated Cost =     

 

ESTIMATED INCOME 

   £ 

Number of pupils =        x Cost per child       

    

Total Estimated Income =     

 

 

 

 

FINAL COSTS (TO BE COMPLETED BY OFFICE) 

 £ 

PUPIL PAYMENTS    

LESS Cost of coach  

LESS Admission costs  

  

TOTAL:  

 

 

COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORM C 

 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS  

INFORMATION FOR LETTERS  

(TO BE HANDED IN TO OFFICE TO ENABLE LETTERS TO GO TO PARENTS) 

 

 

NAME OF TRIP:………………………………………………….                                                                        CLASS:…….. 

 

 

 

 

1. THEME INFORMATION: (please write what you would like to be added to the letter about the theme) 

 

 

 

 

2. DATE OF TRIP:  

 

3. TIME OF DEPARTURE 

 

 

4. TIME OF RETURN:  

 

 

5. UNIFORM OR CASUAL CLOTHES (please state which) 

 

 

6. ARE THE CHILDREN ALLOWED POCKET MONEY 

 

7. HOW MANY ADULT HELPERS DO YOU NEED?  

 

WILL YOU ORGANISE THESE?  

 

      DO YOU WANT TO ASK FOR EXTRA HELP ON THE LETTER?   

 

8. DO YOU NEED TO CANCEL AN AFTER SCHOOL CLUB? 

IF YES, WHICH ONE? 

 

9. DO THE OFFICE HAVE AN UP TO DATE ATTENDANCE LIST? 

 

 

COMPLETED BY:   

                                                             

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

FOR OFFICE TO INCLUDE ON LETTERS: 

 

1. INCLUDE RE - FREE SCHOOOL MEALS  

 

2. INCLUDE RE - BOOSTER SEATS (ALSO ON PERMISSION SLIP) 

 

3. ADD PAYMENT IN OFFICE OR PARENTPAY 

 

 

FOR OFFICE TO ACTION: 

 

1. ISSUE LETTERS TO PARENTS 

 

2. SPARES IN RACKS IN RECEPTION  

 

3. COPY ON WEBSITE  

 

4. DETAILS ENTERED ONTO PARENT PAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORM D 

 

Group Leaders Contact Details for Next of Kin 

 

Name of Trip:     Date:      Class: 

 

 

Name:  

 

Contact Name:  

 

Contact Number: 

 

Mobile Number: 

 

Home Number: 

 

 

Name: 

 

Contact Name:  

 

Contact Number: 

 

Mobile Number: 

 

Home Number: 

 

 

Name:  

 

Contact Name:  

 

Contact Number:  

 

Mobile Number:  

 

Home Number:  

 

 

Name:  

 

Contact Name:  

 

Contact Number:  

 

Mobile Number:  

 

Home Number:  

 

 

Name: 

 

Contact Name: 

 

Contact Number: 

 

Mobile Number: 

 

Home Number: 

 

 

Name: 

 

Contact Name: 

 

Contact Number: 

 

Mobile Number: 

 

Home Number: 

 

 

Name: 

 

Contact Name: 

 

Contact Number: 

 

Mobile Number: 

 

Home Number: 

 

 

Name: 

 

Contact Name: 

 

Contact Number: 

 

Mobile Number: 

 

Home Number: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Form E 

 

 

REMOVAL PACK FOR PARTY LEADER 

 

Procedure in the event of an emergency 

 

General information 

 

School telephone number:   

 

Contact Persons   

  

 

Gloucestershire Education Authority 

 

Contact number for Education Dept 

 

 

 

In the event of an emergency 

 

1. Ascertain the nature and extent of the emergency 

2. Render first aid and attend to the casualty(ies) 

3. Make sure all other group members are accounted for, are safe from dangers and are well looked 

after. 

4. Call the emergency services as required.  The police will take statements.  An adult in the party 

should accompany any casualties to hospital. 

5. Collect the remainder of the group and arrange for their return to base. 

6. Arrange for one adult to remain at the accident site to assist or liaise with the 

search/rescue/emergency services. 

7. Contact the Head Teacher or designated contact persons.  Give them the following information: 

 

 Your name 

 Nature, date and time of the accident 

 Location of the accident 

 Details of the injuries 

 Names of all involved 

 Actions taken so far 

 Telephone numbers for future communication – for serious incident, try to identify alternative 

phone numbers as lines could become jammed. 

 

8. If the press are involved before you have time to contact base make no comment and refer them 

to the Head Teacher or to the local police. 

 

9. The Head Teacher/designated contact person should rapidly appraise the situation 

 

Where the accident is clearly serious the Contact Person or the Head Teacher should immediately contact the 

Director of Education or one of his senior staff on the number above. 
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 Southgate Street—Field Trip! 

Use this space to write down key points about the different 

buildings in Southgate Street. 

Use this space to write down any questions you think of or     

anything you would like to research when back in class. 
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