
Since the last edition, Gloucester 
has enjoyed some really exciting 
and successful events. Thanks to    
partners, volunteers, businesses, 
community groups and everyone who 
pulls together to make these happen. 
 
The Tall Ships Festival brought hordes 
of people into the city to visit the 
grand vessels, enjoy the atmosphere 
and peruse the stalls and attractions in 
Gloucester’s docks.  
 
Gloucester Independents’ Day 
encouraged shoppers to buy 
from local retailers. More than 50 
independent traders took part by 
providing discounts and special offers.  
 
BiG Eat week saw 26 city centre 
eateries offer customers exclusive 
special offers to celebrate food in 
the city. The week culminated in the 

Gloucester Quays Food 
Festival, where thousands 
of people celebrated 
home-grown, national and 
international food and drink.  
 
Every three years, the 

residents of Gloucester get the 
chance to enjoy a week of glorious 
music at the Three Choirs Festival, 
performed by some of the world’s 
greatest orchestras and artists. Culture 
enthusiasts were also entertained at 
the annual History Festival where over 
2,000 years of History was celebrated 
with over 100 events, including 
History Talks, Heritage Open Days, 
parades and family fun activities. 
 
Meanwhile, the £1 million ERDF 
funding bid in partnership with 
University of Gloucestershire has 
enabled us to build on the work we 
started 3 years ago when we set 
up incubator space in the Docks, 
at Quays Creative. The funding has 
helped us to refurbish Blackfriars Inn 
as an Enterprise Hub, to offer further 
subsidised space for business. 

The council, with its partners, have 
secured £1.2m funding from Heritage 
Lottery Fund. The project aims to 
enhance the historic environment 
within the Southgate Street corridor.  
The council has also launched a 
£220,000 city centre Historic Areas 
Grant Scheme for improvements 
to properties across the city centre. 
Details of the grants are available on 
page 2.  
 
Funding bids have been submitted 
for the Kings Quarter scheme and 
additional funding has also been 
allocated for a range of city centre 
improvements. 
 
The new £60 million The Quayside 
development is on track to open 
later this year and will provide new 
restaurants, a ten screen cinema and 
improved leisure offer.  We have 
a busy events programme for the 
remainder of 2013, this is detailed 
on page 7, which will lead us to the 
Christmas season and end of year 
celebrations. I wish you all a very 
successful trading period.  
Paul James  
Leader, Gloucester City Council
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The three schemes are as follows: 
1 Business Rates Grant Scheme  
2 Property Facelift Scheme  
3 Business Rent Grant Scheme
 
The rates and property repair grants are available only for premises located 
within the city centre (the Primary Retail Area (PRA)) 

In addition Business Support Grants up to the value of £100 are available 
for existing Gloucester businesses established between one and five years, to 
access training, information or support to help them grow. 

For more info on “Gloucester Supports Business” grants contact the City 
Council’s Economic Development Service at eds@gloucester.gov.uk or visit 
our WEBSITE

City Centre Historic Areas Grant Scheme
Gloucester City Council has set aside £220,000 for a new city centre Historic 
Areas Grant Scheme which is open to all homeowners, businesses and tenants 
in the scheme area.  

Eligible works can include: 

•   Repair and reinstatement of traditional shop fronts
•   Reuse of vacant commercial and residential floor space
•   Repair of external stone or brick work
•   Painting of external facades and windows
•   Repair or reinstatement of traditional architectural features

Detailed information and an expression of interest form can be downloaded 
HERE
 
For further details or to register an interest contact:
T: 01452 396855 / 396194
E: heritage@gloucester.gov.uk
W: www.gloucester.gov.uk/conservation
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CITY COUNCIL 
GRANTS

Gloucester City Council has three business grant schemes under the banner of 
“Gloucester Supports Business”. The grants are available on a ‘first come 
– first served’ basis for new companies just starting up, existing businesses 
looking to expand and firms relocating to Gloucester from outside areas.

Gloucester City Council, 
with its partners, has secured 
£1.2m funding from Heritage 
Lottery Fund to enhance the 
historic environment within 
the Southgate Street corridor. 
The THI scheme will offer 
financial assistance to owners 
and tenants to undertake the 
following works:

• Repairs and reinstatement 
of lost historic architectural 
features

• Repairs using traditional 
materials and techniques to 
brickwork, lime rendering, 
window frames, stonework, 
guttering, rainwater and soil 
pipes, slate roofs and shop 
fronts.

• Reuse of redundant upper 
floor space, often found 
above commercial and retail 
uses.

Southgate Street 
Townscape Heritage 
Initiative

Gloucester Supports Business

For further information contact:
T: 01452 396344 
E: heritage@gloucester.gov.uk
or: stephen.fitzgibbon@gloucester.
gov.uk
W: www.gloucester.gov.uk/
conservation

http://www.gloucester.gov.uk/business/Documents/Finance,%20Funding%20and%20Grants/Primary%20Shopping%20Area.pdf
mailto:eds%40gloucester.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.gloucester.gov.uk/grants
http://www.gloucester.gov.uk/resident/planning-and-building-control/environmental-planning/historic-environment/Pages/Historic-Area-Grants.aspx
mailto:heritage%40gloucester.gov.uk%20%20?subject=
www.gloucester.gov.uk/conservation
http://www.gloucester.gov.uk/resident/planning-and-building-control/environmental-planning/historic-environment/Pages/Historic-Area-Grants.aspx
mailto:heritage%40gloucester.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:stephen.fitzgibbon%40gloucester.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:stephen.fitzgibbon%40gloucester.gov.uk?subject=
www.gloucester.gov.uk/conservation
www.gloucester.gov.uk/conservation
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PROCUREMENT 
AND FUNDING

Funding available to recruit young people

Receive up to £2,750 by taking on a young person aged 
18-24 from the Work Programme’s Youth Contract.  

Vouchers for Business Innovation   

The University of Gloucestershire’s Innovation Voucher 
Scheme offers start-up, micro, small or medium-sized 
businesses located in the county up to £5,000 to take 
advantage of the opportunity to gain new knowledge to 
help them innovate, develop and grow. 

Fund101 - Small Business Funding

Reach more customers, sell more or get your idea off 
the ground via Fund101’s small-scale funding scheme (up 
to £500) for start-ups and growing businesses available 
monthly until 30th November 2013. 

Technology Strategy Board (TSB) – 
Funding Support for Innovation

The TSB’s funding and other support tools meet the 
varied needs of companies on their innovation journeys. 
Explore the various opportunities and choose one that’s 
right for your business

Apprenticeship Grants

The National Apprenticeship Service Grants scheme has 
been extended to March 2014. Employers may be eligible 
for grants to the value of £1,500 for each 16 to 24 year 
old recruited (to a maximum of 10). 

Export Grants

£3,000 grants are available to eligible businesses that are 
new to exporting. 

Gloucestershire County Council Funding 
Bulletin

A regular bulletin listing some of the UK external 
funding opportunities from Lottery distributors, 
Central Government and Charitable Trusts, open to 
Gloucestershire organisations.

Click the titles for more info 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/youth-contract-faq.pdf
http://insight-dev.glos.ac.uk/departments/cei/Pages/VouchersforBusinessInnovation.aspx
http://www.enterprisenation.com/fund101/
https://www.innovateuk.org/funding-support
https://www.innovateuk.org/funding-support
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/partners/policy/age-1624.aspx
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/howwehelp/item/485800.html?utm_source=Nationalpress&utm_medium=Advert&utm_campaign=ExportingisGREAT
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/funding
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/funding
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GROW
YOUR BUSINESS
Know someone who wants to start or  
expand a business?

1 Gloucestershire Enterprise Ltd (GEL) 
GEL is providing professional, informative workshops, 
subsidised by the City Council, for anyone looking to start 
their own business, explore new ideas or expand on an 
existing one. To qualify for subsidised support you must 
have a residential or business address in Gloucester.
 
Workshops include: a 2 day start a business course; 
business advice clinics; business skills workshops; business 
advice 1:1’s and export advice to list but a few. 
 
To find out more CLICk HERE 
 
2  Adult Education 
Gloucester Entrepreneurs:  
Aimed at those over the age of 19, currently unemployed 
and interested in becoming self employed. This course 
will enable learners to develop a business plan, register 
a business, market products and much more. Successful 
students will receive a Level 1 in ‘Understanding Business 
Activities’. 
 
Gloucester Entrepreneurs Plus:  
Aimed at those over the age of 19, currently unemployed 
and who have a well formed business idea. This course is 
a mix of home and classroom study with taught topics 
benefitting from specialist speakers in the fields of finance, 
sales and marketing. Successful students receive a Level 2 
OCR Certificate in ‘Preparing for a Business Venture’. 
 
To book your place on either Adult Education course  
T: 0800 542 1655 or E: altaf.hassanjee@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 
3  Global Entrepreneurship Week, 18-24 Nov 2013
Global Entrepreneurship Week is the world’s largest 
campaign to promote entrepreneurship. Each year, it 
plays a critical role in encouraging the next generation of 
entrepreneurs to consider starting up their own business 
For more info CLICk HERE  

Superfast Broadband
 
Superfast Business offers fully funded support to help 
Gloucestershire businesses identify and maximise 
the opportunities that Superfast Broadband and new 
technologies present. The programme offers support from 
specialist ICT advisers, participation in a series of intensive 
group sessions and events designed to help them take 
advantage of the very latest digital technologies. 

For more info contact E: info@superfastbusiness.co.uk or  
visit W: www.superfastbusiness.co.uk

Free Training for Gloucestershire SMEs 
 
Adult Education offers free training and recognised 
qualifications to Gloucestershire SMEs in the Retail, 
Leisure & Tourism and Manufacturing and Engineering 
sectors.  Training could be around Customer Service skills, 
Team Working and Team Leading skills, Managerial skills or 
IT knowledge.
 
Learners need to be employed over eight hours per week 
in a Gloucestershire based company, or HMRC registered 
for self employed individuals. 
 
For more info contact Lynda Skuse  
E: lynda.skuse@gloucestershire.gov.uk

http://www.glosenterprise.co.uk/business-support/business-support/
http://www.glosenterprise.co.uk/business-support/business-support/
mailto:altaf.hassanjee%40gloucestershire.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.gew.org.uk
mailto:info%40superfastbusiness.co.uk%20?subject=
http://superfastbusiness.co.uk
mailto:lynda.skuse%40gloucestershire.gov.uk?subject=
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GROW
YOUR BUSINESS

Degreeplus 

The University of Gloucestershire’s 
Degreeplus initiative is designed 
to boost employability by giving 
students the chance to gain 
experience outside their academic 
programme through volunteering, 
entrepreneurialism and internships. 
If you are looking for enthusiastic 
students to support your business.

To find out more CLICk HERE

LinkedIn for Business Workshop  
 
Wednesday 23 October 2013, 9.30 - 12.30  
Global Language Immersion Centre,  
4-6 Commercial Road, Gloucester, GL1 2EA

This intensive, three-hour LinkedIn workshop for only £95pp provides a 
step-by-step guide to creating business opportunities from this powerful 
platform.

The workshop covers: 

• how to plan & develop your strategy
• how to build your perfect profile
• how to build the right network of contacts
• how to create & develop opportunities 

To book onto the workshop contact Trevor Davies on 
T: 07799 584270 or E: t.davies@glic.org.uk 

Enterprise Hubs Gloucester 
 
The innovative Enterprise Hubs at Quays Creative and Blackfriars Inn will 
enable start-up business directors and entrepreneurs to rent serviced 
office space, with access to mentoring, skills development and a support 
network, providing the support they need to grow and succeed.   

The Enterprise Hubs focus on supporting businesses that have the 
potential to create jobs, engage in collaborative research and development, 
add to the county’s economic profile while playing to its key areas of 
strength, specifically in innovation & design, creativity, IT, renewable energy 
and environmental technology.

For more info contact Catherine Briggs, Incubation Administrator:  
T: 01242 714646  E: incubation@glos.ac.uk  W: www.glos.ac.uk/incubation

Business Reception with Omega Rifles &  
Gloucester City Council

Thursday 24 October 2013, 6-8pm  
Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum, Gloucester Docks,  
Gloucester, GL1 2HE

You are invited to explore how your business can utilise the talents of,  
and benefit by engaging with, job seekers leaving the Armed Forces.

RSVP to E: therifles@omegaresource.co.uk

http://insight.glos.ac.uk/departments/ss/degplus/Pages/default.aspx
http://insight.glos.ac.uk/departments/ss/degplus/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:t.davies%40glic.org.uk%20?subject=
mailto:incubation%40glos.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.glos.ac.uk/incubation
mailto:therifles%40omegaresource.co.uk?subject=
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EXPORT AND 
TRADE EVENTS
Export Week (11-15 November 2013) 
 
The highlight of the week is ExploreExport 2013, which  
is a unique opportunity to explore their prospects in  
a wide range of markets by taking advantage of  
1-2-1 appointments to gain from the collective insight, 
knowledge and experience of the 55+ international 
trade specialists from attending British Embassies and 
Consulates.  
 
Please CLICk HERE for further information and get 
25% off the ticket price by entering promotional code 
EX25.

10 ways to boost your International 
Marketing  
 
24th October 2013 @ Gloucester Rugby Club, 
kingsholm Road, Gloucester, GL1 3AX

Improve your international sales management through 
this highly interactive programme aimed at addressing key 
points in your international sales approach. 

To book your place please CLICk HERE

GREAT Weeks Creative Industries,  
Retail, Luxury, Food & Drink 
 
GREAT Weeks provide UK-based businesses the 
opportunity to join government-led trade missions to 
meet major buyers, potential partners, and influential 
opinion formers in markets including:

Vietnam, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Brazil, United Arab 
Emirates, Hong Kong & Macao, South Korea, China,  
USA and Turkey 

Each GREAT Week brings together government and UK 
business in an intense burst of events, PR, networking 
and high-level discussions that will draw attention to UK 
expertise and create business opportunities.

Please CLICk HERE for further information.

http://www.exportweek.ukti.gov.uk/full/
http://www.ukti.gov.uk/export/event/606060.html
https://www.greatweeks.co.uk/home
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EVENTS

Gloucester Quays Antiques 
Fair at the Upper Deck  
19-20 October 2013
Brian Ashbee Antiques in conjunction 
with Gloucester Antiques Centre are 
delighted to offer a new and exciting 
antiques event at the heart of the 
historic Gloucester Docks. To find 
out more CLICk HERE 

Gloucester Style Week   
21-27 October 2013
The Citizen, Gloucester City Council 
and Marketing Gloucester is holding 
the first ever Gloucester Style Week. 
This event celebrates all that is great 
about the city’s retail industry and 
creative flair from designer brands 
to everyday wear with events taking 
place across the city with a ‘Ladies 
Lunch’ fashion show at Gloucester 
Rugby, ‘Hottest Trends’ catwalk show 
at Gloucester Quays and a fabulous 
‘Hot in the City’ red carpet fashion 
show at Blackfriars Priory plus many 
fringe events across the city.  To find 
out more or to book tickets  
CLICk HERE

Gloucester Quays Firework 
Festival 2013 - The BiG Bang!    
Saturday 2 November 2013 
18:00 to 20:30  
(Gates open 17:30)
Get together at Gloucester 
Docks for the Gloucester Quays 
Firework Festival in association 
with Gloucester Round Table and 
Gloucester Quays. Spectacular 
fireworks and a laser/light display 
will light up the night sky and will be 
accompanied by a funfair and road 
show playing music from Heart FM, 
with DJ Presenter in attendance and 
the Heart Angels.   

Tickets are available online HERE 
and in selected outlets. 

Christmas Lantern 
Procession & Christmas 
Lights Switch-On   
Sunday 17 Nov 2013 
Parade starts at 16:30
To celebrate the 110th anniversary 
of Beatrix Potter’s The Tailor of 
Gloucester, this year’s parade features 
lanterns based on the story and its 
characters. Father Christmas will also 
be making a guest appearance.

The procession begins at the St 
Kyneburgh Tower on Kimbrose Way/
Southgate Street and passes through 
Gloucester city centre making its way 
to Gloucester Cathedral as the lights 
are switched on overhead. There 
will be a short carol service at the 
Cathedral.

http://www.gloucesterquays.co.uk/events/gloucester-quays-antiques-fair/
http://www.digital-thisis.co.uk/gloucestershire/StyleFestival/
http://www.digital-thisis.co.uk/gloucestershire/StyleFestival/
https://gloucesterquaysfireworkfestival2013.eventbrite.co.uk/
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EVENTS

Gloucester Quays 
Victorian Christmas 
Market  
21-24 November 2013 
The hustle and bustle of a Dickensian 
Christmas Market returns to 
Gloucester Quays with 140 stalls 
selling handmade gifts and the best 
food and drink the region has to offer. 

Also on offer will be live music 
including brass bands, choirs, buskers, 
and an old time barrel organ, 
alongside a huge traditional carousel, 
children’s art and craft activities, 
Victorian games, real ale tavern, micro 
brewery and the Waterways Museum.  

To find out more CLICk HERE

 
 

Rotary Tree of Light  
Switch On 
5 December 2013, 18:00
 The Rotary Club of Gloucester’s 
Tree of Light nestles in the city 
centre at The Cross, providing a 
beautiful focal point. The Tree of  
Light allows you to remember  
loved ones at Christmas time  
whilst at the same time raising  
funds for worthwhile causes which 
support others who are in need. 

To find out more CLICk HERE

National Eating In/Out 
Week
18-24 November 2013
Get your business involved in 
celebrating the fantastic diversity of 
international cuisine in Gloucester 
and also raise funds for the less 
fortunate in the world. 
 
Find out how to get involved  
CLICk HERE

Gloucester Quays Festive 
Fayre 2013 
13-15 December 2013
Gloucester Quays Festive Fayre will 
be selling fine, locally produced food, 
drink and unique Yuletide gifts. The 
fayre will be a great place to pick 
up tasty treats for your Christmas 
dinner table and delightful presents 
for all the family.

Enjoy seasonal entertainment 
from bands, street performers and 
choirs, meet real-life reindeers, 
see the beautiful trees, purchase 
wonderful gifts and crafts and soak 
up the festive atmosphere around 
the Quays and historic Docks as 
Christmas comes to Gloucester in 
twinkling style! 

To find out more CLICk HERE

http://www.thecityofgloucester.co.uk/whats-on/search-results/victorian-christmas-market-2013-p1417523
http://www.treeoflight.co.uk/
http://www.nationaleatingoutweek.com
http://www.gloucesterquays.co.uk/events/festive-fayre-2013/
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EVENTS

Halloween in the Gate 
Streets  
Thursday 31 October 2013  
5pm - 8:30pm 
• Meet Hagrid from Harry Potter
• Live music from X Factor’s John 

Adams
• Ghost Stories from Robert 

McKenzie
• Stilt Whizzard’s Solo Circus
• Fire juggling
• Prizes for best costume and best 

horror make up
• Ghost Walks and much more. 

Remember you can dress in a ‘scary’ 
outfit for the occasion

Light Night in the Gate 
Streets 
Sunday 17 November 2013  
5pm - 8:30pm
 To coincide with the city centre 
Christmas Lights Switch On and 
Parade the streets will be filled 
with a colourful market, street 
entertainment and excellent food.

Victorian Christmas 
Market 
Saturday 23 November 2013, 
10am - 7pm and  
Sunday 24 November 2013, 
10am - 5pm
Adding to the festive joy the Gate 
Streets will come alive with lots of 
stalls, street entertainment, excellent 
food and lots of Christmas spirit. 
 

Xmas Stocking Filler 
Market 
Thursday l0 December 2013 
5pm - 8:30pm  
Lots of festive stalls and pre-
Christmas entertainment and an 
opportunity to buy those last minute 
gifts from this final Gate Street 
market of the year. 

For more details about any of  
these markets please email  
E: markets@gloscccp.co.uk

Gloucester City Centre Community Partnership are organising a series of new and 
exciting markets which will take place in the Gate Streets in the coming weeks - 
check out the following dates.

A partnership project with support from Gloucester City Council.

http://www.thecityofgloucester.co.uk/whats-on/search-results/victorian-christmas-market-2013-p1417523
mailto:markets%40gloscccp.co.uk?subject=
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DID YOU kNOW?

Economic Development Service, Gloucester City Council, Herbert Warehouse, The Docks, 
Gloucester, GL1 2EQ, 01452 396972
E: eds@gloucester.gov.uk | W: www.gloucester.gov.uk/business
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St. Mary de Lode is the city’s oldest Parish Church 
built in the 12th Century over a Saxon Church and 
Roman building. The Roman Mosaic tiled floor can 
still be seen in the church today.

Wall’s Ice Cream factory is the largest in Europe. 
Wall’s was originally a meat company, and began 
making ices in 1922 to avoid laying off workers when 
demand for its sausages dropped. 

The Crecy Window in Gloucester Cathedral is the 
largest stained-glass window in Britain, measuring 
roughly 24m x 12m and commemorating the 
participation of local knights in the victory at Crecy. 

John Stafford-Smith, who wrote the music to the US 
National Anthem “Star Spangled Banner”, was born 
in Gloucester. 

The nursery rhyme ‘Doctor Foster’ was apparently 
inspired by King Edward I, who, on a visit to 
Gloucester, fell in a muddy puddle and was so 
humiliated he refused to visit the city ever again.

The owner of Gloucester Old Bank, Jemmy Wood, 
was most likely Britain’s first millionaire, and the 
inspiration for Charles Dickens’ Ebenezer Scrooge.
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