
When I reflect back I 
am very proud of what 
Gloucester has achieved. As 
a City we are bucking the 
national trend. 

Over the past several years 
a total of £700 million of 
private sector investment 
has either been spent or 
committed in the city. 

Most recently we have 
signed an agreement with 
Stanhope plc for a £60 

million redevelopment of 
King’s Quarter. Work has 
now got underway on a 
£34 million high-quality 
retail and business park at 
The Railway Triangle. The 
Peel Group is to spend 
£60 million on a leisure 
development including 
a new health and fitness 
club, 10-screen cinema and 
restaurants. 

In addition multi-million 
pound investments have 
taken place or are planned 
by others including the 
Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Group, M&S, Tesco, 
Morrisons, and Sainsbury’s. 

In the city centre itself 
we have just had the 
announcement that High 
Street favourite TK Maxx 
is to come to Gloucester 
along with discount retailer 
B&M. And now Regus – a 
global company specialising 
in the provision of flexible 
office space - is moving into 
The Docks. 

In the past two 
years more than 
300 businesses 
have chosen to 
start up, expand 
or relocate in 
Gloucester. 
To provide a balanced 
economy we are keen 
to encourage smaller 
businesses as well as 
larger ones. So we have 
put together a £120,000 
package of grants to help 
other businesses who want 
to do the same. 

This includes help with 
rents, property repairs and 
business rates. We are the 
first council in the region 
to provide cash help with 
businesses rates – and we 
believe only the second in 
the country. 

Finally I also wanted to take 
this opportunity to thank 
Gloucester businesses for 

working in such a positive 
way with the city council 
in the last 12 months. One 
example of this was in the 
last edition of business 
matters we put out a 
request for businesses to 
help promote the night 
market amongst their 
respective workforce - 
we were inundated with 
offers of support/help. 
And although the weather 
wasn’t great it clearly didn’t 
deter the crowds - so thank 
you to all those who helped 
promote it. 

We will be running a 
second night market on 
the 6th December 2012 
and once again would 
appreciate if you could 
spread the word amongst 
your staff. 

 

Paul James,  
Leader of Gloucester City 
Council and Cabinet Member 
for Regeneration
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The three schemes are as follows: 
1 Business Rates Grant Scheme  
2 Property Facelift Scheme  
3 Business Rent Grant Scheme

More information including applicant guidance and expression of interest forms 
please visit our weBSite

Business Support Grants

Available up to the value of £100 for existing Gloucester businesses established
between one and five years, to access training, information or support to help
them grow. For more information on our grants please visit our weBSite
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FiNANCe
AND GRANtS

Gloucester City Council has launched three new business grant schemes under 
the banner of “Gloucester Supports Business”.The grants will be available 
on a ‘first come – first served’ basis. New companies just starting up, existing 
businesses needing to expand and firms relocating to Gloucester from outside 
areas could all qualify:

For more information on how 
the Economic Development 
Team can support your 
business please contact  
eds@gloucester.gov.uk

Contact us

Gloucester Supports Business

http://www.gloucester.gov.uk/LGNL/Business/business.aspx
http://www.gloucester.gov.uk/Website/Economic-Development/Businessgrants/BusinessGrants.aspx
mailto:eds%40gloucester.gov.uk?subject=grants
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Up to £2,750 available for 
businesses who recruit a 
young person aged 18-24 

Taking on a young person aged 
18-24 from the Work Programme 
could enable your business to 
receive up to £2,750 in government 
funding from the Youth Contract. 
For more information click heRe 

Collider12 £100,000 
for start ups

Collider12 is looking for 10 
‘B2Brand’ Startups. These 
companies will receive £100,000 
each and be coached by Pembridge 
Partnership Ltd and selected 
experts intensively over 13 weeks 
in order to deliver their ‘Execution 
Plan’ for ultra-high growth. For 
more information please 
click heRe

Innovation Vouchers – 
supporting your business 
to grow

The University of Gloucestershire has 
on offer to local businesses, a number 
of Innovation Vouchers to enable you 
to tap in to knowledge and expertise 
to help you innovate and grow your 
business, at a discounted rate.  

To find out more please contact 
the University of Gloucestershire’s 
Business Team business@glos.ac.uk  
or (01242) 714104.

Apprenticeship Grants

The National Apprenticeship Service 
will provide Apprenticeship Grants 
to the value of £1,500 to employers 
recruiting 16 to 24 year olds. For 
more information 
click heRe
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£2million funding pot set 
aside for UK-based small 
and micro manufacturing 
companies

The Technology Strategy Board’s 
new Innovation in Manufacturing 
Competencies programme is 
designed to support feasibility 
studies that stimulate innovation 
by small businesses across a 
range of manufacturing areas. For 
more information click heRe 

Inspiring Women in 
Enterprise 

The Royal Bank of Scotland is now 
inviting applications from not for 
profit organisations for projects 
that enhance the role of women in 
enterprise. For more information 
click heRe

Prototype Fund 

Grants are available to small 
companies (based anywhere in 
the UK) that are developing their 
own games or other forms of 
interactive digital content. For 
more information click heRe

Funding Bulletin 

For the latest funding bulletin 
please visit the weBSite

PROCUReMeNt 
AND FUNDiNG

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/youth-contract-faq.pdf
http://collider12.com
mailto:business%40glos.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/partners/policy/age-1624.aspx
http://www.innovateuk.org/content/competition/boosting-innovation-in-manufacturing-competencies.ashx
http://www.inspiringenterprise.rbs.com/inspiring-women/apply-funding
http://prototypefund.abertay.ac.uk/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/funding


Know someone who wants to start a business?

Gloucester City Council has teamed up with
Gloucestershire Enterprise Ltd (GEL) to
help you start your own business, explore
new ideas or expand on an existing one.

GEL can provide a range of professional, 
informative workshops subsidised by 
Gloucester City Council for anyone with a
residential or business address in Gloucester.

Workshops include a 2 day start a business
course, business advice clinics, business skills
workshops and business advice 1:1’s to list
but a few. For more information click heRe 

Create a Smartphone App for your Small Business

The Global Language Immersion Centre will host a one day workshop in early 
2013 on creating a Smartphone App for your small business. By the end of the 
workshop, you will have created an app for your business and you’ll have the 
knowledge, skills and the confidence to keep it updated. You will not need to be 
an IT expert but confidence in using computers is important.

The workshop is strictly limited to ten attendees in order to ensure more 
personal support and tuition. The cost of the workshop is £95.00 but if you are 
a Gloucester business that has been established between one and five years 
you may be eligible for a grant from Gloucester City Council to cover the cost 
of the course.

To book your place or to find out more information contact Trevor Davies 
t.davies@glic.org.uk or call 07799 584270

To find out if you are eligible for a grant to cover the cost of the training 
contact eds@glocuester.gov.uk 

GOv.UK

October has seen the launch of gov.uk which replaces  
www.businesslink.gov.uk and www.directgov.uk 
The website aims to provide information to users in plain 
English to find out more click heRe

04yourbusinessmatters

GROw
YOUR BUSiNeSS

Grow Your Business 
with Free Business 
Information

A fantastic range of free business 
information is available from 
Gloucestershire Library including 
mailing lists, market research, 
company reports, business 
start-up factsheets and British 
Standards online. 

Request your free 
information by contacting:

T: 0845 230 5421 
E: ask@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
W: www.gloucestershire.gov.
uk/libraries/ask

www.glosenterprise.co.uk/admin/library/files/Gloucester%20Enterprise%20Club%20-%20Final.pdf
mailto:t.davies%40glic.org.uk?subject=
mailto:eds%40gloucester.gov.uk?subject=
www.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/
mailto:ask%40gloucestershire.gov.uk?subject=ask
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/ask
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/ask
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eveNtS
Gloucester’s Night Market
Gloucester Night Market returns with a Christmas theme and will be staged 
to coincide with late night shopping and the Tree of Light switch on in Eastgate 
Street. Shoppers will be able to enjoy a wide variety of food and craft stalls as 
well as live musicians throughout the city centre on Thursday December 6th 
from 5pm-8pm. Please remember to spread the word about the event.
 
The popularity of traders wanting to take part in the follow-up market has 
meant stalls and entertainment will be extended through Kings Square and 
the Gate Streets. Some of the stalls are even being hosted by those who have 
shops in the City but want a chance to promote their Christmas stock. A 
limited number of pitches are still available. For more information please contact 
Lindsey Van Empel on 01452 528796 or email  
Lindsey.van.empel@gloucester.gov.uk

Research & Development Funding Seminar
A free seminar for South West businesses is taking place in Bristol on Thursday, 
17 January 2013. This event will enable your business to  put your funding 
questions to the UK’s innovation agency, identify new sources of innovation and 
R&D support, attend workshops on Smart Grants and Innovation Vouchers, get 
detailed advice on applying for Eurostars funding and understand R&D Tax Relief 
and the Patent Box scheme. 

For more information on how to book your place please click heRe 

B.I.G 
Believe in Gloucester is a campaign which celebrates everything that is 
great about Gloucester, its people and places, its past and present. Marketing 
Gloucester, are encouraging more businesses to become 
involved in this initiative, to work in partnership to help benefit 
the city. 

If you would like further information about Believe in 
Gloucester, please contact Nicola Bigwood, Business Marketing 
Manager, Marketing Gloucester Ltd.

T: 01452 207020 I E: nicola@marketinggloucester.co.uk

Headstart Initiative 

A new service providing practical 
support for UK businesses to 
export to high growth markets in 
South East Asia has been unveiled 
by UKTI. The Headstart initiative 
will help small and medium sized 
businesses seeking to export to 
these markets for the first time, 
offering:

•	 access	to	local	business	 
networks; 

•	 introductions	to	already	
established UK companies: 

•	 temporary	office	space	with	local	
British Chambers of Commerce 
(BCC) representation; 

•	 ongoing	access	to	BCC	staff.	

To find out more click heRe

mailto:Lindsey.van.empel%40gloucester.gov.uk?subject=
www.enterpriseeuropesw.org.uk/swr/events/register.asp?eventid=799
mailto:nicola%40marketinggloucester.co.uk?subject=marketinggloucester
http://www.ukti.gov.uk
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DiD YOU KNOw?

Gloucester Cathedral was 
recently ranked joint 2nd with 
the Houses of Parliament 
in a poll of top UK historic 
attractions by Which? Magazine.

Gloucester is one of the UK’s 
‘top ten’ historic destinations 
with 5.9 million annual visitor 
trips spending £207 million.

An historic signing of Kings 
Square took place on 27th 
September 2012 securing 
£60million of growth funding.

£700 million of inward 
investment has either been spent 
or committed by developers in 
the city. 

Economic Development Service, Gloucester City Council, Herbert Warehouse, The Docks, 
Gloucester, GL1 2EQ, 01452 396972
E: eds@gloucester.gov.uk | W: www.gloucester.gov.uk/business
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In the past two years more than 
300 businesses have chosen to 
start up, expand or relocate 
in Gloucester. 

Gloucester City Council is the 
first council in the region to 
provide cash help with businesses 
rates – and we believe one of the 
first in the country. 

The latest Duport Confidence 
Report stated, ‘The increase 
in UK company share suggests 
Gloucester is becoming more 
important to the national 
economy, and the record number 
of company formations in 
January and February show that 
entrepreneurial spirit 
is flourishing’.

Unlike many places in the UK, 
Gloucester has a young age 
demographic, 39% of people are 
under 30, while 25% are under 20 
– the highest in the South West 
(Census, 2011).

Gloucester is leading the way for 
apprenticeship with over 1,000 
starts in 10/11(Data Service).

Gloucester City Homes, working 
with Gloucester Council, is set 
to become the first ‘community 
owned, council owned’ organisation.
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http://www.duport.co.uk/gloucester
http://www.duport.co.uk/gloucester

