
 

 

 

Exporting & International Trade 
 
The following organisations can help your business export its goods or services.  
 
For further information, please click on the name of the organisation to visit their website. 
 
UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) - UKTI helps UK-based companies succeed in global markets and 
assists overseas firms in bringing their high-quality investment to the UK. 
 
UKTI has a global network of 2,400 staff. Its International Trade Advisers (ITAs) around the UK have 
years of business experience. In 96 markets based in British Embassies and other Diplomatic offices 
around the world, UKTI staff can offer local, in-market knowledge and expertise. 
 
UKTI has helped many thousands of businesses achieve international success by providing tailored 
services with specialist support covering a wide range of industries. Its clients consistently cite the 
importance of UKTI support in helping them to overcome barriers to new overseas business and 
improve their business performance. 
 
UKTI services have helped its customers to: 
 

 understand how to do business overseas 

 identify opportunities and open doors 

 reach customers/business partners not otherwise accessible 

 raise their profile and credibility overseas 

 overcome barriers to entry or expansion 

 improve overseas marketing strategy 

 gain access to information not otherwise available 

 understand the competition 

 access powerful research to inform management decisions 

 have the confidence to explore or expand in overseas markets.   
 
Acorn Interactive - A central resource provided by your Chamber of Commerce, for those actively 
involved in international trade. The website is a useful tool for gaining practical advice on a variety of 
export topics, including shipping documents, tracking, payment support and international marketing.  
 
Bilateral Business Councils - Bilateral Business Councils promote trade between countries. They are 
particularly useful at the planning & research stage of exporting, as they can provide detailed 
information on a specific market, including sector performance and consumer behaviour. Business 
councils include: 
 

 China-Britain Business Council 

 British American Business Council  

 UK India Business Council  

 UK-ASEAN Business Council   
 

http://www.ukti.gov.uk/home.html?guid=none
http://www.acorninteractive.co.uk/Home.aspx
http://www.cbbc.org/
http://www.babc.org/
http://www.ukibc.com/
http://www.ukabc.org.uk/


 

 

 
Enterprise Europe Network - Helps small businesses to engage with and access opportunities within 
the European marketplace. Working through various local business organisations, the Enterprise 
Europe Network can help you:  
 

 Develop you business in new markets  

 Source or license new technologies 

 Access EU finance and EU funding 
 

The Enterprise Europe Network comprises around 600 partner organisations in more than 40 
countries, promoting competitiveness and innovation at the local level in Europe and beyond 
 
Gloucestershire Chamber of Commerce - Represents the interests of businesses within 
Gloucestershire and, as a member of GWE Business West, offers access to various exporting services.  
 
Gov.uk – Provides a free national information service for businesses covering various importing and 
exporting topics. 
 
HM Revenue & Customs - HMRC provides assistance on a number of matters relating to the 
importing and exporting of goods. Information and guides are available covering topics such as the 
classification of goods, the European Union, Relief Procedures on Duty and VAT, Tariffs and Duties, 
Intrastate and the requirement to submit Supplementary Declarations, together with basic guides on 
export licences, export taxes, import licences, rates of exchange, etc.  
 
The Institute of Export - The Institute’s mission is to enhance the export performance of the UK by 
setting and raising professional standards in international trade management and export practice. 
They achieve this by the provision of education and training programmes. The IOE offers recognised 
formal qualifications in international trade. It also runs a series of short training courses covering 
every aspect of international trade management, sales and marketing, logistics and documentary 
requirements, and international trade finance.  
 
Intellectual Property Office - Intellectual property rights can allow you to own things you create, in a 
similar way to owning physical property. You can control the use of your IP, and use it to gain 
reward. IP rights only give protection in the country where they are registered, so if you are thinking 
of trading internationally, then you should consider registering your IP rights abroad.  
 
Open to Export - A community driven service for small and medium sized businesses, looking for 
help and support in exporting from the UK 
 
UK Export Finance - The UK’s export credit agency, helping exporters and investors by providing 
credit insurance policies, political risk insurance on overseas investments and guarantees on bank 
loans 
 
 
 
Gloucester City Council does not endorse or approve the views, content or products on these websites. This leaflet contains only a small range of businesses / 
initiatives and whilst every care has been taken compiling this leaflet and details herein are believed to be correct at the time of publication, Gloucester City 
Council is not liable for any errors or omissions. If you are not listed, and would like us to consider adding you, please email eds@gloucester.gov.uk 

http://www.enterpriseeuropesw.org.uk/swr/
http://www.businesswest.co.uk/export-solutions
https://www.gov.uk/browse/business/imports-exports
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/
http://www.export.org.uk/
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/
http://opentoexport.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-export-finance
mailto:eds@gloucester.gov.uk

