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Summary

The following is an archaeological desk based assessment of the impact
of a proposed development on land at Great Western Road, to the east
of Gloucester city centre. The study has been carried out to investigate
archaeological and historical potential of the study area.

Evidence of prehistoric activity in the area is limited, although a Bronze
Age flint tool was recorded approximately 200m north east of the site.
The occurrence of deposits of this date within the study area is, 
however, a limited possibility.

Historically the London road 190m to the north west of the study area
has been continuously in use as the main northern route out of
Gloucester, from the Roman period until the present day. There was
Roman ribbon development along this road, but the urban settlement
is unlikely to have reached the study area. There is evidence however
for Roman agriculture in the area, and there is a possibility that this
may have encroached on the study area, particularly when urban
expansion of the Roman town increased the pressure on available land.

Archive research shows that the area was covered in open pasture until
1838, when it was chosen for the site of the new Gloucester workhouse.
The workhouse buildings continued to occupy a large portion of the
study area until 1961, when they were finally demolished. A large eight
storey Telecom building was later constructed on the same site as the
workhouse during the 1970's. This is no longer standing and the site is
at present in use as a car park. 

The peripheral areas of the study area on the north, east and western
sides have the highest potential for archaeological survival, as no 
structures appear to have been located in these areas. There is also
some potential for survival within the area covered by the southern
portion of the workhouse, particularly the central courtyard area.
However within the area previously occupied by the Telecom building
there is little or no chance of archaeological deposits having survived.  
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1  Introduction

1.1  This assessment was undertaken by the Archaeology Service of
Gloucestershire County Council for the Property Services Department
of Gloucestershire County Council. The area to be examined is located
to the east of  Gloucester city centre at OS NGR  SO 8374 1859 ( see Fig
1).

1.2  Work was carried out in accordance with a standard brief produced
by the Senior Archaeological Officer of Gloucestershire County Council.
It was also in accordance with Standards and Guidance for
Archaeological Desk Based Assessments produced by the Institute of
Field Archaeologists.

1.3  A detailed survey of the historical and archaeological background
of the proposed development area has been carried out in addition to
a search of all available map based and photographic data. Sources
consulted include:-

County Sites and Monuments Record.
Geological maps.
All Ordnance Survey maps of the site and its environs.
Historical maps.
Appropriate archaeological and historical journals and books.
Unpublished research reports and archives.
Aerial photographs.

1.4  The writer would like to acknowledge the assistance of the
Gloucestershire Record Office and the Gloucester City Archaeological
Unit.

2  Site Background

2.1  The proposed development area is located on the south side of
Great Western Road, to the east of  Gloucester city centre. It is 
directly north of the central railway station, and bounded by the 
railway on the southern side. To the west of the study area there is a
large office block called Wessex House, and an electricity substation
which is located close to the north west boundary. On the eastern side
of the site is another large office block, and another electricity sub-
station which is approximately 80m from the eastern edge of the study
boundary. The area is centred on OS NGR 8374 1859 and covers
c.6500m2. The site is geologically located on the Third Main Terrace of
gravels of the River Severn, (OS 1972).

2.2  The suitability of the site for the development of a new Magistrates
Court is currently being assessed, however the proposals have not as
yet reached the design stage. It is not therefore possible to accurately
predict the impact of the proposals within the context of this report.

2.3  At present the study area is being used as a car park, and there are
no standing buildings.
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3  Historical Background

3.1  Prehistoric

Little is known about the prehistoric period within the city of
Gloucester area, which may be partly due to deposits having been
obscured or removed by later development. A Bronze Age flint tool
(GSMR 16625),  was recorded from a site 200m to the north east of the
study area, which could be an indication of some early activity in the
general area. 

3.2  Roman

The city of Gloucester originated as the site of a Roman fort during the
60's AD (GSMR 480, SAM 330), which later developed into a civil 
settlement or 'colonia' at the end of the 1st century AD. The defences
enclosed a rectangular area of approximately 45 acres, around which
stone walls and gates were constructed in the 2nd century. The north
and east gates survived up until the 11th century.

The study area would have been situated beyond the Roman north gate
to the city, and to the south of a major Roman road which follows the
line of London Road at this point (GSMR 7542). On a number of 
archaeological sites in the area, deposits have been recorded which
show the presence of ribbon development along this road in the Roman
period, including some substantial stone buildings     (GSMR 14544 and
GUAD 868), see Fig 2.

The Roman road passed the study area approximately 190m to the
north west, and there is evidence for development spreading back at
least 30 to 40m south eastwards from the edge of the street during this
period. The recording of a layer of Roman ploughsoil (GUAD 868), 190m
to the north west of the study area also indicates the use of land in this
vicinity for agricultural purposes during that period. The land use of the
study area and it's environs during the Roman period are not presently
known. 

3.3  Saxon

During the late Anglo Saxon period substantial suburbs developed to the
north of the main settlement at Gloucester, and beyond the defences.
The main suburb appears to have been along Hare Lane a main road
leading northwards out of the north gate towards the saxon royal
palace at Kingsholm. Another suburb spread along lower Northgate
street which becomes London Road, but development does not seem to
have crossed the River Twyver (VCH, 1988). The study area would
therefore have been situated beyond these early suburbs and across
the River Twyver from the main town.
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3.4  Medieval

The development of the town centre during the early medieval period
does not appear to have spread as far along the London Road as the
study area. During the early post conquest period an outer north gate
was built on the south bank of the River Twyver, on the London Road,
which marked the edge of the late Anglo Saxon suburbs existing at that
time (VCH 1988). The study area would have been on the other side,
and to the south of the road. 

During the 12th and 13th centuries there is some documentary evi-
dence for roadside suburbs in places along the London Road. Grants of
land belonging to Gloucester Abbey in the area at that time have been
interpreted as an indication that settlement was occurring in the area.
In the mid 1260's records show suburban growth at Newland just to the
north east of the study area, represented by 23 houses held from the
abbey's Abbots Barton manor (VCH 1988). 

The remains of a few medieval buildings have been recorded (GSMR
14602 and GSMR 16625), which were located along the main road and
within 200m of the study area, showing some development along the
roadside at this time. 

Causton's map of 1843 shown in Fig 4 indicates that the study area was
within the medieval borough boundary, and a boundary marker stone
stood less than 100m to the north east of the site until the Infirmary
was built between 1900 and 1925.

It is thought that the name Hyde attributed to the area where the site
is located, between Gloucester and Wotton might have originated in
around 1066, the Domesday Book records that a hide at Utone (Wotton)
was held by Pane in 1066 and Hunfrid de Medehal in 1086. During the
early 13th century records show several tenants in Hyde held land
under Walter of Hyde, but no further descent of this Lordship has been
traced (VCH 1988).

3.5  Post Medieval

During the 19th century development started to spread further out
along the London Road from the city centre, with a number of large
houses and villas being built. The area to the south of the road 
however, including the study area, remained largely open land, (Fig 3).
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3.5.1  The Workhouse (Figs 4 and 5)

A Board of Guardians was established in 1835 to administer poor law in
Gloucester and the surrounding area. Detailed minutes were kept of
the meetings of the Board which show that they agreed to purchase a
plot of land in July 1836 for the site of a new workhouse (GRO G/GL
8a/1, 232). This plot included the whole of the area which now 
comprises the proposed development site, and it was described as 
pasture at that time. A short narrow track called Hyde Lane ran from
London Road towards the site but did not quite reach it.

Records show that architects G.G.Scott and W.B.Moffatt were chosen
to proceed with a plan for a building which they had designed,
described as having elevations of a plain modern style (GRO G/GL 8a/1,
390). In records of a meeting between the architects and contractors
on the site in May 1837, amongst other details, they discuss the raising
of the ground level by 2 feet for drainage purposes.

A meeting of the building committee in June 1837 describes how the
use of brick plinths has been decided upon for structural purposes in
cellars beneath the central octagonal building of the workhouse 
complex (GRO G/GL 8a/3). Further descriptions of the buildings are
given in discussions about insurance. The most southerly building which
included a central infirmary block and two wings is described as one
storey high in the centre, and also includes a refractory cellar, 
washhouse and bakehouse. 

During 1837 an agreement was made with the landowner to lengthen
and widen Hyde Lane for access to the workhouse (GRO G/GL 8a/3),
the extension being named Union Lane.
The workhouse was finished by the end of December 1838, and further
enlargements to the original buildings appear to have taken place 
within a few years. The earliest plan of the workhouse buildings is
shown on Causton's map of 1843 in Fig 4, which appears to show the
original complex layout.

Changes described in the Board minutes describe two larger wider
blocks replacing the original schoolrooms, with the girls and boys 
dormitories above the classrooms and teachers accommodation 
adjacent. This description fits in with the later plan shown on the Board
of Health map of 1853 (GRO G/GL 8a/3) shown in Fig 5.

By July of 1840 discussions were taking place with the railway 
companies about purchasing part of the south side of the workhouse
plot (GPRO G/GL 8a/3). Negotiations carried on for some time and
eventually an agreement was reached in 1849 with Gloucester and
Dean Forest Railway Company. The Railway agreed a sum for the land
and an additional amount to cover the cost of moving the infirmary
building, as the railway would be constructed too close to it.

The infirmary is shown in it's new location on the Board of Health map
of 1853 (see Fig 5).

The road to the workhouse was further extended and widened by Great
Western Railways in 1889 to enable goods traffic to reach a depot next
to the workhouse. This wider thoroughfare was then renamed Great
Western Road. 

The workhouse continued to function in the same way until 1930 when
the poor unions were closed and their duties handed over to the County
Council. This building was used as an institution for another decade or
so before falling derelict and being demolished in 1961.
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3.5.2  Recent History
During the 1970's an eight storey telecom building was constructed on
the site, the footprint of which is shown in Fig 11 in relation to the
earlier workhouse building. No details are available of any potential
below ground disturbance for this structure, such as basements. This
building has since been demolished.

4  Cartographic Evidence.
The series of maps and plans showing the study area, has been 
presented in chronological order to show progression of the site and
surrounding area.
Fig 3  Hall and Pinnell map (1780) This is the earliest available map
showing the study area, and it is clearly shown to be part of a large
open field. The lane from London Road does not stretch quite reach as
far as the study area at this time.
Fig 4  Extract from the map of the City and borough of Gloucester by
Arthur Causton (1843) This map of 1843 clearly shows the plan of the
Union workhouse which had been constructed on the study area by that
time, with the original infirmary building adjoined to the south side.
The short lane from London Road has been lengthened to provide
access to the site.  To the south there is a railway station with tracks
from the south east direction only.
Fig 5  Extract from the Board of Health map (1851) This map 
produced by the Ordnance Survey shows a very clear plan of the 
workhouse and infirmary, with each section of the complex labelled to
show its purpose. Some changes to the buildings have taken place since
1843, including widening of the side wings. The railway has also cut
through the southern edge of the workhouse complex, and the 
infirmary has been moved to a new location which is outside the study
area.
Fig 6  First Edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1880) This map shows
that the study area has not changed to any great extent, although land
to the east of the site has become a railway goods depot. A boundary
marker stone is also shown clearly on this map to the north east of the
study area, presumably marking the borough boundary which passed
through this area.
Fig 7  Second Edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1900) This map shows
further development of the general area with changes to the 
surrounding railway network and goods depot. The road to the 
workhouse has been extended and widened to provide access to the
railway depot, and renamed Great Western Road. Several additional
buildings have also been constructed on the southern portion of the
workhouse site.
Fig 8  Third Edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1925) This map shows
that very few changes have taken place within the study area or 
immediate surroundings since 1900, although a large new infirmary
building has been built on the opposite side of Great Western Road.
Fig 9  Fourth Edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1937) There are no
major changes shown on this map which have taken place since the
previous edition.
Fig 10  Seventh Edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1975) This map
shows that the workhouse and adjacent infirmary buildings have all
been demolished by this time. Standing on the site of the 
workhouse is a large rectangular building known to have been an eight
storey Telecom building, now also demolished.
Fig 11  Plan showing position of Telecom building and Workhouse
This plan provided by the Gloucester City Archaeology Unit shows the
footprint of the eight storey Telecom building which was constructed
in the 1970's on the site and has since been demolished. The building
partially covers the site of the earlier workhouse, but has not
encroached into the surrounding study area.
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5  Archaeological background (Fig 2)

A gazetteer of sites of archaeological interest within 200m of the study
area is given in the table below. This information has been collated
from the Gloucester Urban Archaeology Database (GUAD), and the
Gloucestershire Sites and Monuments Record (GSMR). Further detail has
been added from other references.

Development and Design Brief:Relocation of Courts Sites to Great Western Road - July 2004 page 26

Appendix 1

 

GSMR / GUAD 
number 

Distance from 
site 

Description 

Prehistoric   

GSMR 16625 200m north east One unstratified Bronze Age flint scraper was found during 
observation of trenches and shafts for a new hospital mains 
sewer scheme. 

 

Roman   

GSMR 7542 185m north Roman road possibly Ermin Street or a road linking Glevum to 
it. 

Roman metalling has been recorded between the inner and 
outer medieval north gates at Gloucester. 

 

GSMR 14482 190m north west During excavation of a sewer shaft at the junction of Oxford 
Street and London Road, two undated metalled surfaces were 
recorded. These were covered by a layer of black silty loam 
containing Roman finds. The surfaces were sunken and cut into 
natural soil to the west. 

 

GSMR 14500 190m north west The western edge of a metalled road surface was recorded in a 
service trench, and a Roman flagon sherd of 1st or 2nd century 
date was also recovered.                                                                 

 

GSMR 14544 200m north Roman remains were recorded during a watching brief at Bristol 
Omnibus depot on London Road in 1981. 

Observations showed that until the 2nd century the site was 
open ground. The remains of two successive mortar surfaces 
were recorded with associated wall alignments, indicating that 
the site was occupied during the mid to late 2nd century by a 
building consisting of at least two rooms, with a courtyard area 
to the north and east. In the courtyard was an octagonal oolite 
stone well-head. The area east of the courtyard was open 
ground until the late 3rd or 4th century  when it was metalled 
over. It seems likely that this building lies within the Roman 
suburbs. 
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GUAD 868 180m north west During a watching brief at 16 London Road a deposit of 1st 
century plough soil was recorded, with an associated ditch. This 
plough soil contained flavian pottery and evidence of scrub 
burning. 

Roman buildings were also recorded on the site. 

Building 1 

Late 1st century to 2nd century in date, comprised part of the rear 
end of possibly two adjoining buildings extending back 23m 
from the Roman Road. Remains of narrow lias stone sill walls 
and timber slots were recorded bounding respective floor levels. 
A demolition layer of wall plaster and estuarine clay overlay the 
floor levels. To the rear of the building was an external gravel 
surface with rubbish deposits and pits extending beyond. 

 

Building 2 

This was dated to 2nd to early 4th century and was a masonry 
rebuild of an earlier building. A length of the external rear wall 
and one side wall survived. Successive floor and occupation 
levels were recorded. There was also an area of external 
metalling alongside this building, bounded by a rough stone 
surface which was interpreted as a track running at right angles 
to the Roman road, and is recorded as being partly concealed 
by Great Western Road. Provisional dating for this site has 
suggested a pre 4th century date for the last phases (Garrod 
1989, 12).  

 

GUAD 869 180m north west Observations on a new sewer trench at 20 London Road 
recorded successive floor surfaces of 1st to 2nd century date. 
Overlying these layers was a make up layer containing 
redeposited wall plaster fragments from a possible public 
building, and above this was a metalled area which was the 
latest recorded Roman phase (Garrod 1989, 12). 

 

GUAD 878 200m north west During a watching brief at 25-25A London Road, loam deposits 
were recorded which indicated scrub burning and subsequent 
ploughing during the Roman period. 

Overlying these layers were clay floors and occupation levels of 
late 1st early 2nd century date (Garrod 1989, 15). 

 

GUAD 892 190m north west During a watching brief at 23 London Road the remains of a 
Roman timber building with a later stone rebuild were recorded. 

 

GUAD 916 180m north During a watching brief to the rear of 40B London Road a 
Roman layer of stony loam with occasional Tegula tile 
fragments was recorded (Garrod 1991, 20). 

 



GUAD 964 190m north During a watching brief at 42 London Road a pit containing 1st 
century pottery was recorded. 

Medieval   

GSMR 14482 190m north west During observations in a sewer shaft a medieval road was 
recorded, on the same line and cutting through a metalled road 
surface of probable Roman date.  

 

GSMR 14602 200m north west Excavations on the Horse and Groom site, 12 London Road 
recorded the remains of a medieval building which had stood on 
the street frontage.  

 

GSMR 16625 200m north east During a watching brief on a mains sewer trench running from 
44 London Road into the Gloucestershire Royal Hospital 
grounds, remains of a medieval building were recorded  
(Garrod 1993, 224). 

 

GUAD 878 180m north west During a watching brief at 25-25A London Road a large ditch 
thought to be medieval was recorded running on the Alvin Street 
alignment (Garrod 1989, 15). 

 

Post Medieval   

GSMR 1185 30m south Railway and related goods depot. 

GUAD 1012  110m north west A row of Regency dome headed wells have been recorded at  
1-8 Wellington Parade. 

 

5.1 There has been no previous archaeological investigation within 
the study area or in the immediate vicinity, and no finds have been
recorded within a 150m radius of this site. 

5.2  The main focus of archaeological interest in this area is the line of
London Road which is on the same alignment as a major Roman road
(GSMR 7542). There are a large number of recorded Roman sites along
this section, which passes approximately 190m to the north west of the
study area. On a number of the sites listed above there have been
Roman metalled surfaces recorded close to or on the present line of
London Road, these were interpreted as the Roman street. 

Successive metalled surfaces bounded by a side ditch were recorded
directly adjacent to the south side of  12 London Road during a 
watching brief (GSMR 14602). This would indicate that the Roman road
at that point partially underlies the modern road, and slightly extends
to the south of it.
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5.3 Along either side of the Roman street there are a substantial 
number of recorded Roman buildings. A number of these consist of 
earlier 1st century timber structures which have been rebuilt later in
the Roman period in stone. Some of these structures appear to have
been relatively high status, such as the building with courtyards and a
fountain recorded on the site of the Omnibus depot (GSMR 14544).
Demolition layers of another building recorded at 20 London Road show
that ornate wall plaster had originally been attached to large stone
blocks, which has been interpreted as an indication that this may have
been an important public building (GUAD 869).

There is also evidence for rows of adjoining buildings along the Roman
street frontage. At 16 London Road two possible adjoining buildings
were recorded of late 1st century to 2nd century date, which 
extended back 23m from the Roman street (GUAD 868). There was also
a later phase of building on this site dated to 2nd to 4th century, a
metalled surface running alongside this building has been interpreted
as a trackway which ran at right angles from the main Roman street,
and partially underlies Great Western Road.

5.4 A number of sites have also produced evidence of scrub clearance
and subsequent ploughing during the early Roman period. At 16 London
Road 1st century ploughsoil was recorded with an associated ditch, this
area then seems to have been built upon in the late 1st century (GUAD
868). Similarly a watching brief at 25-25A London Road also recorded
early Roman ploughsoil overlain by late 1st century occupation levels
(GUAD 878).  

5.5 Roman burials have been recorded from a site at 44 London Road
(GSMR 16625), and also at number 50 ( GSMR 14547). This would 
suggest that the edge of the later Roman town reached only as far as
this part of London Road, as burials legally had to be placed outside the
town.   

5.6 Archaeological evidence for the medieval period is more limited in
this area, although the main road is known to have been on the same
alignment. The medieval road surface was recorded during a watching
brief on London Road (GSMR 14482). A medieval building which had
stood on the street frontage was recorded at 12 London Road (GSMR
14602), and another structure of this date was observed during work on
a site at 44 London Road (GSMR 16625). Deposits from this period are
however more likely to have been removed by later development than
those of an earlier date. 
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6  Archaeological implications of the proposed development

The present archaeological record for the study area and immediate
surroundings is very limited, as no previous investigation has taken
place. This does inhibit any accurate prediction of the nature of 
any archaeological deposits which might survive in the area. Most of
the archaeological work which has been carried out only involved
observation of developments rather than full excavation, and therefore
has not provided a full record. A broad characterisation of the area is
however possible from available data.

6.1  From the early Roman period onwards, the main London Road
190m to the north west of the study area was a major thoroughfare.
Initially there were areas of agricultural land along the roadside, and
possibly some settlement mainly consisting of timber buildings at this
time.

Later phases of settlement which concentrated along the main Roman
road encroached upon this agricultural land, and it is possible that the
land further away from the roadside would have been used by this
time. 

6.2  Some of the sites on London Road have produced evidence of 
relatively high status Roman buildings, and this area seems to have
been within the main suburbs of the town at that time. The presence
for burials along the main road is however an indication that this area
was very near to the outer limit of the town, at least during the mid to
late Roman period. 

On some sites there have been buildings recorded stretching back some
distance from the main road, however, the general extent of this is not
fully known. There is some evidence for a possible Roman side street
beneath Great Western Road, but this may just be the side entrance to
a property on the road frontage. 

6.3  Within the study area there have been no previously recorded
archaeological deposits or finds, however no observation appears to
have taken place during previous development. The depth of surviving
deposits recorded on other sites in the area is between 0.8 and 2m
below ground level. 

The earlier buildings on the site are likely to have caused considerable
disturbance across much of the central portion of the study area. Some
of the workhouse buildings are known to have been cellared, although
parts of the complex were probably above ground only. The records
suggest that the actual amount of cellaring was quite limited, the 
central octagon and parts of the south part of the complex being
specifically mentioned. Records also refer to the ground level being
raised by two foot to enhance drainage, which may have limited the
depth to which the foundations and cellars have penetrated, if it was
carried out. 

The Telecom building constructed on the site in the 1970's was eight
storeys high and the foundations would probably therefore have been
deep enough to remove any archaeological deposits.
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6.4  The main areas of potential for surviving archaeological deposits
within the study area are the peripheral areas which have not been
previously built upon. There is also limited potential for survival of
deposits beneath the area of the southern part of the workhouse. In
particular the area which was an open courtyard, and other buildings
which were not cellared.

6.5  The nature of any archaeological deposits likely to occur in this
area is difficult to predict due to the limited amount of existing data.
Little evidence exists for prehistoric activity in the area, although the
presence of features from this date is a possibility. There might be 
features associated with a managed Roman agricultural landscape,
however urban deposits from this period seem much less probable.
Available information would also suggest that the potential for
medieval deposits in this area is also fairly limited. 
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