Spring 2019

CityLife

Windrush generation
honoured
Discover DeCrypt
What’s on guide
Moon landing in Glos

Spring is here!
This issue of City Life reports on the restoration of an historic church that has
been transformed into a new community hub called Discover DeCrypt on
pages 4 and 5, how the city will be marking the 50th anniversary of the moon
landing on pages 10 to 12 and how the revamp of the Olympus Theatre is
shaping up on pages 14 and 15.
There is also a preview of what’s on in Gloucester over the summer, including the Tall Ships & Adventure
festival in May, so you can plan ahead. We are always looking for feedback! Let us know what you think of City
Life by emailing communications@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Thanks for reading!
The City Life team
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Subscribe

to future issues of City Life
Never miss an issue with a free
subscription to your resident’s magazine.
You will receive an email letting you know
when a new issue is online.
To sign up email
communications@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Make
Space
Gloucester’s
PechaKucha has been
building up a loyal
following in the city
The brainchild of a pair of Tokyobased architects, the popularity
of PechaKucha Nights has spread
to over 1,000 cities all around the
world.
Based on a simple quick fire
presentation format, anyone
can share a subject that they’re
passionate about showing 20
images, each for 20 seconds.

We’re trying to build
and support the creative
community.

Gloucester’s PetchaKucha has
been meeting regularly for the last
year and it has gradually built up
a loyal following and reputation
where people can be inspired,
learn new things and meet new
contacts.
The group gets together every
two months to share ideas and
talk about all things that they’re
interested in.
There have been speakers on
a diverse collection of topics
ranging from the local Steam Punk
scene to the Three Choirs Festival,

the joy of footpaths to the humour
and even the sometimes risqué
nature of medieval illuminations
and illustrations.
It started after a local arts
producer, Hannah Brady,
approached Gloucester Culture
Trust with the idea of bringing the
night to Gloucester.
“We’re trying to build and support
the creative community and want
Gloucester to feel like a fun and
interesting place to be a creative
person,” said Hollie Smith-Charles,
director of the trust.
“Attracting all ages from all walks
of life, it has provided an informal
networking space and has seen all
manner of interesting
collaborations as a result.
“We’ve had all sorts of interesting
connections from theatre maker
and producers working together to
students and artists.”
You can follow Gloucester
PechaKucha on Facebook
or Twitter @PKNGlos or at www.
pechakucha.com/cities/gloucester
For questions or to do your
own Pecha contact james@
gloucesterculture.org.uk

Photos © Kurt Schroeder Photography
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Discover

DeCrypt

An historic church and Tudor schoolroom in the
heart of Gloucester have been transformed into a
community hub and venue for art and culture that
will attract thousands of visitors a year.

Discover DeCrypt in Southgate
Street opened on 22nd March
following the restoration of St Mary
de Crypt Church and the Old Crypt
Schoolroom.
Buried in the church is James
“Jemmy” Wood, the owner of the
Gloucester Old Bank, who was
known as the Gloucester Miser. It
is thought he may have been the
inspiration for Dickens’s Ebenezer
Scrooge in A Christmas Carol.
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Victorian poet William Ernest
Henley, who was a friend of Robert
Louis Stevenson and wrote the
1865 poem Invictus, attended the
school. His left leg was amputated
below the knee as a result of
tuberculosis and he became the
inspiration for Long John Silver in
Treasure Island.
The two-year restoration project
cost £2.1 million and was made
possible through a £1.36 million

Photos © Kevin Lewis

Thriving
Gloucester

grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, as
well as funding from the Diocese of Gloucester, the
City Council, the Gloucestershire Environmental
Trust and many other Trusts and Foundations, as
well as private donations. The charitable organisation
behind the transformation is Discover DeCrypt,
headed up by Reverend Canon Nikki Arthy.
It is now available for the community both as a place
of worship and a cultural, heritage and community
centre, capable of hosting family activities,
workshops, private functions, music festivals and
concerts.
Entry is free and it is hoped around 14,000 visitors
will enjoy the attraction this year and the figure will
rise in future years.

Nicola Dyer, Project Manager, said they hoped the
venue would prove popular with local people and
visitors to Gloucester.
She said: “By unlocking the potential of these
buildings and space we can now offer greater
diversity in terms of what can happen here.
“The heart of this project is accessibility. We want
to open it up to the widest possible audience,
bringing life and vibrancy to the high street. It is
a beautiful welcoming space not only for tourists
and visitors, but for everyone in Gloucester.
“It’s very exciting and is the culmination of
something that has involved a lot of commitment
and time.”
Opening hours are Weds – Sat 10.30-5pm (Easter
to end October) and Weds-Sat 12noon-4pm
(November – pre-Easter).

For more information visit
www.discoverdecrypt.org.uk
or facebook/discoverdecrypt,
follow on Twitter @discoverdecrypt
or call 01452 305235.
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Exciting plans in the pipeline
as budget approved
Gloucester City Council has approved its budget for 2019/20 – and will be
pressing ahead with some exciting regeneration plans for the city.

What you said

319

20%

residents and
businesses
responded to the
consultation

increase in
responses over
2018/19

You told us these five council services are most important to you:

30.4%

13.2%

11%

Waste collection and recycling

Homelessness and housing

Street cleaning and litter
collection

8%

6.6%

Parks, play areas and open spaces

Housing Benefit and Council Tax

Work on the £5 million
revamp of Kings Square
will be starting in the
Autumn. A capital
programme expenditure
of £9.720million has also been included
in the budget to fund other projects.
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The budget totals £14.2
million and includes
£250,000 of savings,
although no services for
residents will be affected
or staffing numbers reduced.

Entry to the Museum of Gloucester is now
free (except for special exhibitions).
The budget was confirmed by council leader
Councillor Paul James, who also announced the
appointment of Midas as preferred contractor for
phase one of the improvement works for the nearby
Kings Walk shopping centre.
Preparatory works are scheduled for late Spring and
confirmation of new tenants will be announced
soon.
The Council’s investment in the shopping centre has
also generated an increase in rental income, that has
allowed it to reduce the amount of savings it needed
to make in the budget.
The budget also outlines the Council’s determination
to tackle homelessness in the city.
Cllr James told the meeting that the council was in
advanced discussions about ‘making a significant
amount of emergency accommodation available
within a matter of months’ and that further measures
would be taken.
The focus on the importance of the city’s culture and
heritage was also underlined with the announcement
that charges at the Museum of Gloucester would be
dropped from April 1, except for special exhibitions.
The museum has also opened on Mondays since
that date. The move aims to make the museum more
accessible to low income families and encourage
more visitors to the city to boost the local economy.

This year’s budget follows a public consultation
which showed that the majority of residents were
prepared to see a small increase to council tax in
order to protect vital services, with a 2.99 per cent rise
in council tax being approved.

Kings Quarter regeneration.

Would you be willing to accept an increase in
Council Tax to ensure the Council can continue to
provide services?

YES 39.8%

NO 38.2%

Cllr James said: “This budget sets the framework
to make the Council fit for the 21st century. It will
help us to deliver our priorities, furthering the
regeneration of the city, supporting our communities
and protecting the services that matter most to our
residents.”
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Windrush generation
honoured at reception
A civic reception was
held for members
of the Windrush
generation in
Gloucester.
The event was held on Friday,
February 22 in the Civic Suite of
North Warehouse at the docks and
was attended by 60 local members
of the Windrush generation and
Gloucester City Councillors.
It was arranged to express
the city’s appreciation for the
contribution they have made to
the life and prosperity of the city.
The Mayor of Gloucester, Joanne
Brown, who organised the
reception, said the evening was a
“tremendous celebration” of the
contributions of the Windrush
generation to Gloucester.
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Members of the City Council and the Windrush
generation talking at the civic reception.

She said: “Over recent years I have met and grown
to know many of Gloucester’s Windrush generation
and was aware of the incredible contributions made
in enriching Gloucester and quickly becoming an
important part of the fabric of Gloucester.
“The evening was also very emotional for me,
particularly to hear the poem ‘You Called, We Came’
read by Carole Francis-McGann.
“The early experiences of all those who spoke were
often difficult and show that we in Gloucester have
much to be thankful for to the Windrush generation
who have helped the city grow over so many years.”
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My
Gloucester

Moon landing
in Gloucester

The 50th anniversary of the
moon landing will be celebrated
in Gloucester with a series of
city-wide events.

Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin stands on the moon next to the leg of the
Lunar Module. Photo © NASA
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The Museum of the Moon
by Luke Jerram, seen here
installed in the University of
Bristol. Photo © Carolyn Eaton

On July 16, 1969, Apollo 11
Commander Neil Armstrong
declared it was ‘one small step
for a man, one giant leap for
mankind’.
The Apollo 11 craft launched
from Cape Kennedy in the United
States, carrying Command Module
Pilot Michael Collins and Lunar
Module Pilot Edwin „Buzz“ Aldrin
as well as Commander Armstrong.
The historic feat has only been
repeated by astronauts a handful
of times since then and none has
ventured that far since 1972.
Armstrong and Aldrin spent 21
hours, 36 minutes on the moon‘s
surface completing a number of
tasks and their historic journey
ended on July 24, when Apollo 11
landed in the Pacific Ocean.
To mark the anniversary,
Gloucester residents can
experience the Museum of the
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Moon, a stunning 3D floating
artwork by UK artist Luke Jerram:
a fusion of lunar imagery,
Lift off! Apollo 11 blasts off from
the Kennedy Space Centre on
16 July 1969. Photo © NASA

moonlight and surround sound
composition created by award
winning composer Dan Jones.
It is a spherical replica of the
moon, with a diameter of seven
metres (23 ft). The helium
balloon was made by Cameron
Balloons, initially funded by the
UK Association of Science and
Discovery Centres and the UK
Space Agency.
When installed in a dark place, the
sphere is lit internally to create a
glowing floating orb. Although the
balloon’s surface is smooth, the
fine detail of the imagery, that was
taken by a NASA satellite, creates
the impression that it is textured.
The artwork will take up residence
in the Nave of Gloucester
Cathedral between Wednesday,
16 October and Tuesday, 5
November.

Gloucester Museum will also be
marking the historic event with an
exhibition running from 29 June to
21 September.

You can also head to Llanthony
Secunda Priory in June to see Gaia:
an awe-inspiring illuminated Earth
hanging high amongst the trees.

It will feature a collection of moon
related exhibits including replica
NASA spacesuits and lunar rock, as
well as astrological maps and vintage
telescopes.

There will be events happening
right across the city. For all the latest
information and updates, join the
Facebook event: ‘From Earth to the
Moon’

There will be an interactive kids zone
with lots of space related activities.
And there will also be a giant
inflatable moon which will be hung
in the museum to set the scene.
Running alongside the exhibition
will be a full programme of events
with expert speakers giving their
insights about the moon as well as
lunar-themed music and drama
events.

For more details about the events see
www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/events
www.facebook.com/MuseumofGloucester and
https://llanthonysecunda.org/events

12 CityLife

Spring 2019

A replica NASA spacesuit and moon rock
samples will be on display at Gloucester
Museum’s Moon exhibition.
Below: The Gaia installation at Bluedot.

Thriving
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New wildlife
and visitor centre
for Gloucester
A popular country park in
Gloucester is about to benefit from
improved facilities with a fantastic
makeover.
A new visitor centre and indoor café is being
developed by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust at
Robinswood Hill Country Park, in Reservoir Road.
Roger Mortlock, CEO of Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust, said: “Over the past few years we’ve been
asking local people and visitors to Robinswood Hill
how they would like to see facilities improve.

Architects and approved by Gloucester City Council’s
planning committee earlier this year.
Councillor Colin Organ, cabinet member for
planning and housing strategy, said: “There are very
few cities in England that enjoy the benefit of a hill
and countryside park within its boundaries.
“Robinswood Hill is very much loved by people of
all ages and offers stunning 360 degree views from
its summit, together with nature trails, a traditional
orchard, a quarry, woodlands and natural wildlife,
which includes various breeds of deer, birds, badgers,
foxes, rabbits, newts and their habitat.

“The drive to bring a visitor centre to the Hill has
been the combination of working with all of our
partners and groups and we are now looking forward,
having the right permissions to
seeing a new visitor centre in the
not too distant future.”
Robinswood Hill is very much

An indoor café and flexible community space all
ranked highly, so it will be great to see these plans
deliver improvements for the 50,000 people who visit
each year.”

The £1 million project is being
funded through a range of
loved by people of all ages.
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust is
sources including £200,000 from
working
with Gloucester Services
Gloucester City Council, £200,000
to
shape
the
outdoor spaces around
from the Summerfield Trust, and
the
redeveloped
building,
including
a wildlife garden
£150,000 from Grundon Waste Management.
and a demonstration of natural water management
techniques.
It includes dedicated facilities for the Trust’s
volunteers, improved facilities for school groups and
The Trust will move to a temporary office in King’s
community spaces will also be available for hire.
Square while work is carried out. The renovated
building is due to open in late autumn.
The plans were developed by Childs+Sulzmann
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Revamp of
much-loved
theatre is on
track

Seats donated by The Theatre Royal
Drury Lane ready to be unpacked

The Olympus Theatre will be undergoing
a dramatic transformation

Plans to reopen Gloucester’s Olympus Theatre are on track after 450 seats
from The Theatre Royal Drury Lane were secured.
Gloucester Arts Council is heading
up the project and is committed
to giving back to the people of
Gloucester its only remaining
purpose-built theatre. It wants
to create a stunning theatre arts
space in the city that is secured
for the long term future, for the
benefit of the community.
Support for the project has been
huge, with a single Facebook post
attracting over 28,000 views.
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Brockworth-born Hollywood
star Simon Pegg, along with
Jeremy Irons, have also given
their backing to the scheme by
becoming patrons of the theatre.
The gift of 450 seats from The
Theatre Royal Drury Lane in
London came as a huge boost to
the project. They offered their old
seats to a deserving cause as they
were undergoing their own refit at
the start of this year.

They felt the Olympus was a
worthy cause and were happy to
donate the seats to help with the
revamp. A twinning arrangement
between the Olympus Theatre
and Theatre Royal has also been
agreed in principle.
Partnerships have been
developed with the University
of Gloucestershire, Gloucester
College and the city’s schools as
the theatre aims to ensure the

venue is widely used by students
with a diverse range of arts courses
offered.
Phil McCormick, of Gloucester Arts
Council, said: “This little gem of a
theatre I believe can be the catalyst
for a great social change in an area
that desperately needs a shot in the
arm bringing a new sense of pride.
“We are trying to create something
that this city really needs. A
focal point and home for its arts
community and a venue capable
of staging all and every type of arts
events with a capacity of 450 in the
main theatre and 150 in the Studio
Theatre.”
Their target for the theatre
reopening is a panto at Christmas
– an ambition Phil says is ‘a
big ask’, but with the continued
support of the community, who’s
to say it won’t be achieved.

Phil McCormick, of Gloucester
Arts Council, in the theatre’s
Circle, is looking forward to
seeing the revamp take shape
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Theatre patrons Jeremy
Irons and Simon Pegg.

YOUR GUIDE TO THIS SPRING’S EVENTS

WHAT’S
ON
CityLife
APRIL

constrained by the boring maxim
that often goes with acoustic gigs!

Micky P Kerr
19 April | Guildhall | 7.30pm | £15
Z List Celebrity: Life after the Britain’s
Got Talent Finals

May
Gloucester Tall Ships and
Adventure
Sat 25 - Mon 27 May
Gloucester’s flagship, familyfriendly festival returns on May
Spring Bank Holiday. Visitors will be
able to sample a slice of maritime
life climbing aboard the vintage
vessels. For the more adventurous,
there will be the chance to zip wire
across Gloucester Docks or take in
one of the Gravity Jet Suit displays.
Schoolchildren and other performers
will take to different stages across
the festival on Saturday (25 May) as
part of the prestigious Water City
Music event. There will also be a
wakeboarding championship, food
and drink stalls and much more.

Micky P. Kerr, won the hearts of
the nation and wowed Simon
Cowell with his performances on
Britain’s Got Talent. In this, his
debut solo tour, the now semifamous Micky invites you to join
him for an evening of music, social
commentary and, above all, lots of
laughs. You will also have the chance
to hear exclusive extracts from his
BGT memoirs, including juicy gossip
and jaw-dropping revelations about
some of your favourite household
names.
Alabama 3 Acoustic
20 April | Guildhall | 7.30pm | £16.50
Alabama 3 is brave enough to go
out on the road armed only with
a battered acoustic guitar and
harmonica to present their own
narco-acoustic slant on Alabama 3
and the music that has inspired them
along the way. Complete with Larry
Love’s gravelly ash-stained vocals,
Nick Reynolds bank robber melodies
on harmonica, they provide a
raucous show, which is in no way

16 CityLife

Spring 2019

Admission is £10 with under-12s
getting in free.
For tickets visit
gloucestertallships.co.uk
Gloucester Shanty Festival
Fri 24 - Sun 26 May
To coincide with the Gloucester Tall
Ships & Adventure festival, more
than 25 sea shanty groups from all
over the country will be performing
in venues across the city and
celebrating its maritime heritage.

Photo © Marketing Gloucester

Lucy Spraggan
15 May | Guildhall | 7.30pm | £18
Appearing on the X Factor in 2012,
Lucy achieved the unprecedented
success of securing a top 20 single
(Last Night) and top 40 album
(Top Room at the Zoo) while still
competing on the TV show. She was
also the most googled musician of
2012. Her name is now synonymous
to the melodic middle ground where
pop and acoustic folk meet. The
toe-tapping interpretations of classic
sounds and the harmony-heavy
ballads that she pulls from modern
rhythm and blues, are hard to forget.
Spraggan’s trademark sound is the
rattle of rap dropped into sing-along
folk-style numbers.
Mugenkyo Taiko Drummers:
Tribe 25
16 May | Guildhall | 7pm | £22 / £19
/ £14
In their landmark 25th year, the UK’s
original touring Taiko Tribe return to
the road with a brand new show of
skill, stamina & red-hot

For a full list of What’s On in Gloucester visit the Tourist Information Centre in Southgate Street or
check out the website www.thecityofgloucester.co.uk/explore/tourist-information-centre
rhythms to stir your soul! As Europe’s
longest-established taiko group,
Mugenkyo are widely recognised as
the ground-breaking pioneers of this
exciting art-form, thrilling audiences
and inspiring generations of taiko
players. This year they celebrate the
growth of their Tribe of performers
from across the globe, with the
latest captivating performance of
sharp synchronisation, dramatic
choreography and powerful rhythms
on huge taiko drums.
Carl Hutchinson
17 May | Guildhall | 7.30pm | £12
Following his 2018 support slot with
Chris Ramsey, Carl Hutchinson
is back in Gloucester! As seen on
Comedy Central’s Stand Up Central
and The Chris Ramsey Show &
following a sold-out 2017 tour.
Geordie comedian Carl Hutchinson
is back with a brand new show ‘I
Know I Shouldn’t Behave Like This…’.
From buying a house to having kids,
Carl takes his unique adolescent
approach to grown up issues. Join
Hutchinson with his stories and
observations that’s had crowds laugh
their heads off year after year.
Chameleons Vox
23 May | Guildhall | 7.30pm | £16
Chameleonsvox is the continuation
of The Chameleons UK, arguably
the most widely influential
guitar band ever to come out of
Manchester. Chameleonsvox
features Chameleons vocalist,
bassist and principle composer Mark
Burgess, long time collaborators
Yves Altana on drums and guitarists
Neil Dwerryhouse and Chris Oliver.
Described by Noel Gallagher as a
“major influence that shaped him as
a songwriter. Over the last five years
the band has performed sold out
shows across Europe and the United
States. Performing classic album
‘Strange Times’
CAMRA Beer Festival
17-18 May | Blackfriars Priory |
11.30am - 11pm
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Calling all real ale and cider fans
(even those who don’t know it yet).
CAMRA in Gloucester are holding
their 7th beer and cider festival
at the intoxicating surroundings
of Blackfriars Priory. Around 100
different beers and 30 ciders and
perries to choose from. Accompanied
by a scrumptious choice of
Gloucestershire cheeses and great
music. Come and try which is your
favourite!

very special show celebrating their
30th anniversary.
The world of The Tiger Lillies is
dark and hilarious with moments of
immense beauty. In this new show
they take you on a trip to the Devil’s
Fairground - temptation and sin
await!

Admission is £6 on the door with an
option of an admission package of
£16 which includes a festival glass,
programme and £10 of beer tokens.
Over 18s only although under 18s are
allowed on site until 4pm.

JUNE
The Tiger Lillies
14 June | Guildhall | 7.30pm | £20
The Grammy nominated, Godfathers
of alternative cabaret return with a

Tickets for events at the
Gloucester Guildhall are
available from 01452 503050 or
www.gloucesterguildhall.co.uk

Gloucester Blackfriars
OperaUpClose – Donizetti‘s Mary, Queen of
Scots (or Maria Stuarda)
1 May | Blackfriars | 7.30pm | £23 (Concessions
available)
This spring, Olivier Award-winning
OperaUpClose premiere their fully-staged, new
English version of Donizetti‘s Mary, Queen of
Scots (Maria Stuarda).
Following a sold-out concert tour to Tudor and
Elizabethan National Trust properties in 2018,
Olivier Award-winning OperaUpClose premiere
their fully-staged, new English version of
Donizetti’s Mary, Queen of Scots. This riveting
opera provides an insight into a compelling
period of British history, culminating in a fictitious
meeting between two rival Queens which sizzles
with vocal fireworks.
Event Running time: 2 hours 15 minutes incl. one
interval
https://www.operaupclose.com/maria-stuarda/
020 3176 7823.
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Summer in the city
Start planning
your summer now!

Photos © Marketing Gloucester

Gloucester Carnival
13 July - 3pm - FREE

Gloucester Rhythm & Blues Festival
15 - 16 July - FREE

Gloucester Carnival is a fabulous, free and vibrant
procession which parades through the city centre
each year. The procession encompasses floats and
entertainers and finishes in Gloucester Park. From
here, revellers can enjoy performances and a fun
fair and plenty to keep them entertained. This year’s
theme is ‘myths and legends’.

A mainstay of Gloucester’s festival season, local, national
and international Blues artists converge on the city for a
nine-day celebration of the genre. Last year, there were
70 live performances across the city’s pubs and live music
venues. Check out the website gloucesterblues.co.uk for
the latest news and line-ups.

Siblings Art in the City
15 - 16 July - FREE
A celebration of art in Gloucester! Take part in the
live, outdoor painting competition (Saturday) or
enjoy free art classes. Artists will be competing in this
exciting event for all to see. The finished pieces will
be displayed in a gallery exhibition where the judges
will award prizes to the artworks which best capture
the spirit of the city. Visit the website to register for the
competition and to find out more - artinthecity.org.uk

Fireworks Spectacular
27 July - 7pm - FREE
Come along to Gloucester Park for a fireworks display.
The annual spectacle that is brought to you by the minds
behind the London 2012 Olympics fireworks. Music,
entertainment, food and drink will be on hand from 7pm
to get the party started, before the display at 9.50pm.

For more details of events and venues
see www.somac.org.uk
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Resolving dog barking
complaints
A new way of tackling noise
complaints has been declared a
success by Gloucester City Council.
The new noise service, which encourages residents
to resolve their issues amongst themselves, came
into force in April 2018.
This new approach in resolving noise complaints
encourages complainants to either go and speak
to their neighbour or put a polite letter through
their door to try to resolve the issue, prior to the
involvement of the Council.
A large proportion of residents are simply unaware
that they are causing a nuisance and will try to
resolve it when notified.
The change has reduced the number of complaints
received and the number of warning letters that have
had to be sent out by GCC.
But it has also encouraged neighbours to speak
to each other and build a relationship rather than
distance themselves by involving the council,
forming a quicker and longer lasting resolution,
improving residents’ health and wellbeing, creating
healthy happy neighbourhoods and preventing
problems and disputes from occurring or recurring.
Abigail Kikta, Community Wellbeing Officer, said the
results for dog barking complaints had shown the
success of the scheme so far.
From 1st April 2018 to 30th September 2018, GCC
received 76 dog barking complaints. Thirty-three of
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those complaints were sent to the new noise service
and 43 were sent to the original noise service, due to
safeguarding concerns.
Twenty-five of the 33 complaints sent to the new
noise service were a success as the dog barking was
reduced, without the need for the council to get
involved and send warning letters.
She added: “We have had great success with our new
noise service.”

Top dog tips
• Don’t let your dog go outside unsupervised
• Keep dogs away from windows
• Occupy your dog when the problem is likely to
occur e.g. going to and from work or school
• Keep your dog calm. If it barks when it’s excited,
don’t play with it at anti-social times
• Make sure your dog gets some exercise before
you go out. A tired dog barks less
• Toys can help to relieve your dog’s boredom
• Reduce the area your dog is left in
• Put the radio or TV on quietly
• Leave the dog lead where it can see it, so if you
are leaving without taking the lead the dog will
know it’s not going with you.

Historic finds
uncovered
A team of archaeologists has been carrying
out work at the site of Gloucester’s old bus
station this year.

It follows the demolition of the site
ahead of the regeneration of King’s
Quarter.
The team has been looking for
important historical assets before
building work gets underway and
believes it has found evidence of
medieval buildings and pottery.
Gloucester City Council
archaeologist Andrew Armstrong
takes up the story.
This is an area of some
historic interest as it was
once the site of a medieval
monastery known as the
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‘Whitefriars’. The ‘Whitefriars’
(so called because of their white
cloaks) were founded in the 12th
century and were a ‘mendicant’
order which means they adopted
a lifestyle of poverty. They tended
to live close to urban areas which
allowed them to preach and
minister to the people of that town
or city.
The Whitefriars, known as
Carmelites, founded The
Carmelite House in Gloucester
around 1268. It was supported by
some powerful patrons including
Queen Eleanor (also known as
Eleanor of Provence - wife of

Above: City Council
archaeologist Andrew
Armstrong.
Below: Archaeologists
investigate the site of
Whitefriars monastery.

Henry III) and the lords Berkeley and Gifford (the two
most powerful noble families in Gloucestershire at
the time). The new Friary was located just outside the
city walls, next to modern day Market Parade.
The Friary included an oratory (essentially a chapel)
which was built soon after 1270 and by 1349 the friars
had also built a church. Over the next 200 years the
White Friars continued to pray for and minister to
the people of Gloucester until the dissolution of the
monasteries in 1538.
The Friary was then largely pulled down with only
one building, called the ‘Friars Barn’, surviving
into the 1600s. That building was fortified by the
Parliamentary defenders of the city in 1643 and
was the scene of some fighting during the siege of
Gloucester.

In 1974 an archaeologist identified what may
have been part of the Church or Chapel under
Market Parade. The remains included stone walls
and beautiful glazed floor tiles. Now in 2019
archaeologists have returned to the site. Over the
course of February and March archaeologists from
Oxford Archaeology have been investigating to see if
they can discover more about the Friary.
So far, they’ve found evidence of medieval buildings
near Market Parade and large amounts of medieval
pottery and domestic waste in the surrounding area.
It looks like the friary buildings were located towards
Market Parade, perhaps underneath and next to the
Bruton Way car park. The surrounding area seems
to have been fields. Interestingly they may also have
found evidence of the Civil War siege defences.
Going forward the aim of this investigation is to
help us understand how much of these remains
survive. This will help us ensure that these remains
are protected as much as possible when the
King’s Quarter redevelopment goes ahead.

Kings Square
works to start
this year
Work is set to start on the long-awaited revamp of
Kings Square this Autumn. The square will remain a
public space for events, performances and activities.
The revamp will include a new water feature based
on the Severn Bore.
The project is part of the wider Kings Quarter
regeneration scheme, which includes more than 150
new homes, 40,000 square feet of office space, new
leisure space and a multistorey car park.
A new hotel is also proposed in the plans along with a
new hub for creative businesses.
A planning application has been submitted and a
decision is likely to be made in late summer/early
autumn. The City Council has approved a budget of
£5 million for the Kings Square works.
Gloucester City Council’s leader Councillor Paul
James said: “Kings Square is the city centre’s largest
public open space and will once again become a
focal point for people who live, work and spend their
leisure time in the city.”
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Are you a good cause
working within Gloucester City?
Gloucester Lottery is a fun and effective way for your good cause to raise funds.
Joining is easy and FREE. Send your supporters to your very own Gloucester Lottery
page and collect 50% of all ticket sales made.
All supporters will get the chance to win prizes of up to £25,000 for just £1 per week.
Every ticket has a 1 in 50 chance of winning a prize every week! That’s better than the
National Lottery and the Health Lottery.
Once signed up we will:
• Build your good cause page on the Gloucester Lottery website.
• Provide you with personalised marketing materials to send out to your supporters and local community
• Support you with guides, tips, email and phone assistance.
You will receive 50% of all ticket sales from supporters that sign up on your page. Your funds will be transferred
into your bank account every month. What’s the catch? There isn’t one. No fees, no administration, no hassle.
All you need to do is shout about the Gloucester Lottery to your supporters and community.
https://www.gloucesterlottery.co.uk/good-causes

Landlords reminded to
license properties
Landlords in
Gloucester are being
reminded of a change
in the law that may
mean they now have to
license their property.
Since 1st October 2018, landlords
or managers of a rental property,
which is let to five or more people
from more than one family, will
need to obtain a license.
Landlords are reminded that all
properties that house three people
and above that are not of the same
family are classed as properties of
multiple occupation, therefore any
landlords or managers with these
properties are advised to get in
contact with the council for advice
on safety regulations.
Those who haven’t licensed their
properties could face a fine of
up to £20,000. The change in
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the law recognises that all multioccupied accommodation has
higher associated risks and needs
to have fire safety procedures and
precautions in place.
As a result of these changes,
district authorities in
Gloucestershire have had to
review the terms of licenses and
new licenses have been issued
since 1st April 2019.
License terms have increased
from three to five years and the
cost of a license has risen from
£450 (for three years) to £820 (for
five years). License fees have also
increased by £14 per annum.
For more information
visit Gloucester City Council’s
website or contact us on
01452 396396 or email the
Private Rented Sector team on
heretohelp@gloucester.gov.uk

Advice to
EU citizens

The simple digital system opened
fully in March 2019 and is free to use.

They must also not be a serious or persistent criminal
or public security risk.
There is a three-step online process; firstly confirm your
identity by showing your passport or ID card with the
app or send by post. Then use your National Insurance
number or select from a wide range of documents to prove
UK residence. The final stage is to declare any criminal
convictions.

The deadline for applying is 30 June
2021, although close family members
may be able to apply after this date if they
are joining a family member.

The application can be done using a computer or
smartphone/tablet.

It was established after the UK government
reached agreement with the EU to protect the
rights of EU citizens after the UK leaves the EU.

More information is available at
gov.uk/euexit and support is
available for vulnerable
citizens.

Say no to period poverty
GL communities in partnership with
other service providers are offering
free sanitary products in a bid to ‘Say
No to Period Poverty’.
Anyone struggling to make ends meet and has to make
tough decisions between food and other needs, is being
offered support.
Free sanitary products are available to all women at a
number of collection points, including:
• Matson Gateway GL4 Matson
• Advice and Resource Centre, Matson
• Phoenix Centre, Matson
• The Hub and Melting Pot – Podsmead
• Matson Baptist Church
• Redwell Centre, Matson
• The Venture, White City
• GCH – Homeless Support
• The Friendship Café – Chequers Bridge Centre,
Painswick Road and St James City Farm & Riding
School, Tredworth
• GP Surgery – Matson
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For more information please contact
Sue Cunningham and/or Sandy
Pritchard on 01452 505544 or email:
suec@glcommunities.org.uk
sandy.pritchard@glcommunities.org.uk
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EU citizens and their
families who live in
Gloucester need to
apply to a settlement
scheme to continue to
live, work and study in
the UK after June 2021.

Any EU citizen or
family member is eligible to
apply if they arrived in the UK before
31 December 2020, or are a close family
member.

Get a little closer to
our nearest neighbour

MOON
The

Museum of Gloucester
29th June – 21st September 2019

01452 396131
www.museumofgloucester.co.uk
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