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Subscribe 
to future issues of City Life
Never miss an issue with a free 
subscription to your resident’s magazine. 
You will receive an email letting you know 
when a new issue is online. 

To sign up email  
communications@gloucestershire.gov.uk

If you want to know more about the fantastic festivals coming to Gloucester 
this summer then look no further – as this issue of City Life includes previews 
of the History Festival, Gloucester Goes Retro family festival and Kings Jam 
Music Festival as well as our usual What’s On round-up. 

We also report on why Gloucester is leading the way with digital innovation, how you can help tackle climate 
change by recycling food waste, and much more.

We are always looking for feedback!  
Let us know what you think of City Life by emailing communications@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Thanks for reading and enjoy the summer!
The City Life team

CityLife2 Summer 2019

http://communications@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://communications@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Go Retro in Gloucester

Now a firm fixture in the Gloucester calendar,  
the fun free family festival will return to transport  
visitors back in time on Saturday, August 24.

Once again the four main gate streets will boast 
the sights and sounds of yesteryear with visitors to 
Westgate travelling back to the era of 1900-1949, in 
Northgate the fabulous 50s, Eastgate the swinging 
60s, and in Southgate 1970 to modern day times.
The streets will be lined with hundreds of historic 
classic cars, including military transport, buses and 
motorbikes from all over the country. There’ll also be 
live music, retro fashions and reenactors all playing 
their part.

They’ll be joined by army personnel, superhero 
Cosplayers and a number of TV personalities, 
including the cast of ‘Allo Allo’ along with civic 
representatives including Mayor and Retrofest 
organiser, Councillor Colin Organ. Expect to see 
everything from Rock n Rollers partying in the  
streets to American gangsters and even Star  
Wars Stormtroopers.

Kings Square will play host to live bands and singers 
with a dance arena to show off some nifty moves 
from times gone by.

As usual visitors are encouraged to add to the magic 
by attending in period clothing from any era.
This year’s festival also sees the Steam Locomotive 
‘Clun Castle’, hauling the Gloucester Retro Express 

into the station. It will be a homecoming for Clun 
Castle as Gloucester Horton Road engine shed was 
Clun’s final home before it was withdrawn.

Starting out from Solihull, it will pick up at Dorridge, 
Warwick Parkway and Banbury before heading 
through Oxford, Wiltshire and into the Cotswolds  
on a picturesque tour towards Gloucester.

It will be on display to all festival visitors at the station 
during her short stay in the city and passengers 
will have a few hours to explore the festival before 
returning to Birmingham. 

Anyone wishing to join the time travelling train can 
choose from first class dining to gourmet hampers or 
standard tickets.

Now in its fifth year, the award winning Gloucester Goes Retro returns  
to Gloucester this summer. 

More information at  
www.VintageTrains.co.uk and more 
information on Gloucester Goes Retro  
at www.gloucestergoesretro.com

Clun Castle

http://www.VintageTrains.co.uk
http://www.gloucestergoesretro.com
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Some easy steps to help do your bit to tackle 
climate change

The UK Government has declared that we are now officially in a climate 
emergency, food waste creates harmful methane, a greenhouse gas 
which is 25 times more harmful than carbon dioxide. One way we 
can all help is to make sure we recycle left over food, we offer a weekly 
collection service and provide residents with a lockable food caddy. 
Last year in the UK more than 5 million tonnes of edible food was 
thrown away, this would have filled 40 million wheelie bins or filled the 
Royal Albert Hall 100 times. However, just 45 per cent of residents in 
Gloucester recycle their food waste.

The best way to reduce food waste is to plan meals and buy only the 
food you need.  Every household has some food waste and even if it 
is only tea bags, stale bread and chicken bones, please put it in your 
brown caddy not your black bin. No amount of food waste is too small 
to recycle, all your food waste goes to a local Anaerobic Digester Plant 
where it is converted to biogas and fertilizer. The biogas is converted to 
energy and the fertilizer is used on local farm land.

To order a food waste caddy please email  
heretohelp@gloucester.gov.uk 

Benefits of recycling  
food waste…

 Last year our recycled 
food waste produced 
enough renewable 
energy to heat 4,000 
homes

 
 The by product is used to 

make a liquid fertilizer for 
local farmers to reduce 
reliance on chemical 
fertilizers

 
 Food is collected every 

week, so you can avoid 
smells, flies and vermin. 
And you’ll be doing your 
little bit to reduce global 
warming

Food waste tips…

 Keep your caddy  
clean by lining it 

 
 It’s not just food, you 

can put tea bags, coffee 
grounds, nutshells, 
eggshell & bones in  
your food caddy 

 
 No amount of  

food is too small

Gloucester City Council has declared a climate 
change emergency and aims to be carbon  
neutral by 2050.

Councillors gave their unanimous support to  
a motion at a meeting on Thursday 11 July.

An amended motion, put forward by Cllr Richard 
Cook, cabinet member for the environment, said  
the impact of climate breakdown was already 
causing serious damage around the world.

It also noted that a growing number of local 
authorities had declared a climate emergency and 
begun to take bold action to address the issue, 
bringing health, wellbeing and economic benefits.

The council resolved to:

• Declare a climate emergency and recognise the 
urgency of the actions needed to tackle the issue;

• Carry out a carbon audit to develop an action 
plan on climate change to strive to meet the 
following targets:

• A net-zero city council carbon footprint by 
no later than 2030

• A carbon neutral city by 2050

• Work with partners across the city and county 
to support the delivery of the city’s action plan on 
climate change;

• Lobby national government and local MPs to 
commit to 100 per cent UK carbon neutrality 
by 2050 and provide additional powers and 
resources to deliver the 2030 and 2050 targets.

Climate change emergency

#FocusOn
   FoodWaste

http://heretohelp@gloucester.gov.uk
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Local wildlife at ‘critical 
point’, warns conservation 
charity
Single-use plastic, river pollution, flooding and the urgent need for 
more wild spaces have been highlighted in a campaign launched by 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT).

The conservation charity has shared its concerns 
about the county’s environment and outlined the 
steps it will take, with the help of others, in  
its Manifesto for a Wilder Gloucestershire.

The UK is one of the most nature-depleted countries 
in the world, with one in 10 species now threatened 
by extinction. In Gloucestershire, 70 per cent of 
traditional orchards have been lost and only  
tiny fragments of our stunning wild flower  
meadows remain.

Many species have already been lost from the county 
and nightingales, water voles, curlews and small 
pearl-bordered fritillary butterflies are among those 
now at risk.

“This is such a critical point for wildlife, but there 
is still time to put Gloucestershire’s nature into 
recovery. We are calling on everyone – individuals, 
families, communities, politicians and businesses – 
to support our Wilder Gloucestershire campaign,  
and to take simple actions that will all help to make  
a difference,” said Roger Mortlock, chief executive  
of GWT.

“Many of the ideas came directly from 
Gloucestershire’s young people. It’s a campaign for 
everyone who cares about the future of the county,” 
added Mr Mortlock.

The manifesto outlines the main environmental 
challenges facing the county and GWT’s ideas 
for tackling these challenges. The Trust is keen to 
engage councillors and local authorities and hear 
about their environmental concerns and ideas to 
solve them. You can share your thoughts by emailing 
info@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk or using  
@Gloswildlife on Facebook and Twitter.

To find out more about the campaign 
and to read the manifesto, visit 
gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
wildergloucestershire

Among the actions that people can take are:

     Buy a reusable water bottle or coffee cup  
    instead of those made of disposable plastic

     Take children or grandchildren to a local  
    park or other green space so they enjoy  
    spending time in nature from an early age

         Sign GWT’s petition asking local MPs to     
    support a strong Environment Act

http://info@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk
http://gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/wildergloucestershire
http://gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/wildergloucestershire


Nominations are now open to find 
the county’s next Poet Laureate.

The role of the Poet Laureate will be to champion 
poetry across the county in a range of settings, 
providing an opportunity for the people of 
Gloucestershire to experience poetry in its  
many forms.

The winner will be a resident of the county who  
will support events and enable participation for  
all, including the most marginalised and  
socially excluded.

Nominations are open from now until the end of 
September and nominees will get the chance to  
share their poetry at an event on 12 October at the 
Olympus Theatre.

Judges from Gloucestershire’s poetry community 
will select the winner and nominees will be invited 
back to the Olympus Theatre where the current Poet 
Laureate, Brenda Read-Brown, will share her work 
and announce the winner.

You can make your nomination until the closing 
date of 27 September at 5pm.

You can also nominate yourself – just outline why 
you should become the next Gloucestershire Poet 
Laureate in an attachment of no less than 400 words 
and send it to the email address above.

Send an A4 attachment (Word or PDF) of no less 
than 400 words, detailing why your nominated 
poet should become the next Gloucestershire 
Poet Laureate to: nominations@
gloucestershirepoetlaureate.co.uk

6 CityLife Summer 2019

Countywide 
hunt for the next 
Gloucestershire  

Poet Laureate

http://nominations@gloucestershirepoetlaureate.co.uk
http://nominations@gloucestershirepoetlaureate.co.uk


Green fingered 
volunteers 
transform area
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Anyone interested in helping out should email 
Helen at helen.cook21@ymail.com

“People wanted the area to look nice 
and it’s working. We’ve been given a 
lot of support from Gloucester City 
Council and Gloucester City Homes – 
we’ve all been working together  
for the benefit of the community.”

A group of volunteer gardeners in 
Gloucester have helped to spruce 
up their communities with their 
selfless work.

The Westgate Gardening Group was initiated by 
Verona Vidal. Verona is a community builder with 
Gloucester City Council, who supports residents to 
uncover the assets and skills where they live and 
encourages groups to come together around things 
they enjoy or are important  
to them.

Verona arranged for three people to meet up and  
they established the Westgate Gardening Group.

Helen Metcalf, 64, a keen gardener living in a 
sheltered scheme, was one of the founder members.

They took on the challenge and set about working on 
the Lower Westgate area, with a view to improving 
its appearance. They carried out weeding, digging 
and replanting and started to transform several areas 
including Westgate Street and Archdeacon Street.

She said: “We wanted to beautify the Westgate Street 
area. We found out the Three Choirs Festival was 
taking place in Gloucester this year so we wanted  
to get it all smartened up in time for that.

“It’s now looking lovely and next year it will look  
even better. The response from the residents has 
been amazing, they are delighted it’s looking so 
much better.

“People wanted the area to look nice and it’s working. 
We’ve been given a lot of support from Gloucester 
City Council and Gloucester City Homes –  
we’ve all been working together for the  
benefit of the community.”

The group meets monthly to decide what projects 
to undertake, but they carry out gardening work as 
often as they can. They would like more volunteers  
to join their efforts. 

St Nicholas Church garden in Westgate Street

Archdeacon Street

http://helen.cook21@ymail.com
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The Gateway - the council’s new 
and improved reception area

On the  
move
This summer our reception will  
move to the heart of the city to  
make it easier for you to visit us.
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The city council has been working 
hard to transform its services to 
make them simpler and easier for 
residents to access.

The changes have included making more services 
available online and looking at the way we do things 
and seeing if they can be done better and in a way 
that is more suited to customers.

As a result we’ve now made it easier for residents to 
pay for our services at a more convenient place and 
time for them. So they can now pay for the majority 
of our services by telephone, at PayPoints around the 
city and at the Post Office.

We’ve also made it easier to talk to us at a time that 
suits our residents by introducing appointments  
so that people don’t have to wait to see someone  
and can be confident that they will be seen at a  
particular time.

As part of the changes the council reception will 
also be moving to a new more central location at 
92-96 Westgate Street to make it easier for people 
to visit us.

It will be called The Gateway and open on 
Wednesday 31 July with one day’s closure on  
30 July to allow for the move.

It will be more modern and have better facilities to 
make it even easier to get the help needed.

• It has been designed for people with mental 
health issues or physical disabilities in mind and 
there is an area set aside for young visitors.

• Residents will be able to use specially installed 
computers to access our online services.

• Customer service officers will be on hand to assist 
people and will be able to offer appointments to 
customers who need them.

The reception move follows on from the majority of 
the council’s staff relocating to the county council’s 
offices in Shire Hall to make savings, share resources, 
increase stronger joint working and make better use 
of the public sector’s assets.

The Herbert, Kimberley and Phillpotts Warehouse 
in Gloucester Docks is currently being marketed by 
Bruton Knowles and could be put to a number of 
different uses, including potentially a high quality 
hotel, subject to the necessary consents.

The Gateway - opens on Wednesday 31  July



10 CityLife Summer 2019

The regeneration of Gloucester has 
taken another leap forward with 
plans approved to demolish the 
Bruton Way multi-storey car park 
in the city.

Gloucester City Council’s cabinet agreed at a meeting 
on 10 July that it would be knocked down, along with 
Bentinck House and parts of the northern end of 
Grosvenor House.

That will kick-start the King’s Quarter development, 
which will see 150 new homes built on the site and 
40,000 sq ft of commercial space created.

The council owns all of the buildings that are due 
to be demolished, but has a sub-lease with parking 
company NCP for the Bruton Way site that will be 
relinquished at the earliest opportunity.

The buildings can then be knocked down and 
archaeological investigations can get underway on 
the site.

Archaeological remains were uncovered during 
phase one of the work to transform the site, which 
included the demolition of the old bus station and 
furniture recycling project.

Another step 
forward in 
Gloucester’s 
regeneration

Bruton Way Car Park



11

The remains included a human burial thought to date 
back to 1268 and were believed to be associated with 
the Carmelite Friary - the Whitefriars site that was 
once a medieval monastery.

The body was left in place and the works for the new 
development aim to ensure that any human burials 
are not disturbed.

Once the Bruton Way and Bentinck House sites are 
available to work on, the cleared area will be used for 
a temporary car park ahead of the new development 
taking shape.

The council hopes to start work on the site in the 
New Year, with preliminary work set to get underway 
on the King’s Square revamp in the autumn.

Gloucester City Council leader, Cllr Paul James, said: 
“I know residents are very keen for us to get on with 
the regeneration work in Kings Quarter.

“So far, we’ve done a significant amount of 
work behind the scenes, such as the important 
archaeological investigations.

“These proposals should show the progress that is 
being made in driving forward such an ambitious 
project and making Gloucester a more vibrant and 
attractive place in which to live, work and visit.”

Kings Square revamp

The square will remain a public space  
for events, performances and activities

The revamp will include a new water feature 
based on the Severn Bore

The project includes more than 150 new homes, 
40,000 sq ft of office space, new leisure space  
and a multi-storey car park

A new hotel is also proposed along with  
a new hub for creative businesses

The city council has approved a  
budget of £5million for the works

£5 million

“These proposals should show the 
progress that is being made in driving 
forward such an ambitious project and 
making Gloucester a more vibrant and 
attractive place in which to live, work 
and visit.”

Kings Square  

in the spotlight 

see pages 22 & 23



12 CityLife Summer 2019

Lucy Worsley  
© Historic Royal Palaces, 
Bloomsbury, Ben Turner.
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Celebrating Power 
and the People Famous 
anniversaries marked in 
Gloucester History Festival

This year’s Gloucester History 
Festival explores the theme of 
Power and the People as 2019 
marks a host of important 
anniversaries including the 
Peterloo Massacre, the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, the Velvet Revolution, 
the Tiananmen Square protests  
and the first man on the moon.

Taking place from 7 to 22 September at a range of 
venues across the city, it will explore moments of 
protest and change, turning points where people 
have fought for their political rights, shifted the 
balance of power, taken a giant leap for mankind and 
made journeys of discovery into the unknown.
The programme includes Lucy Worsley on Jane 
Austen, Max Hastings on the Dambusters raid, 
Operation Chastise, David Olusoga discussing 

the Windrush scandal, 
Andrew Roberts on 
Winston Churchill, 
Dominic Sandbrook on 
the Thatcher Revolution, 
Kate Adie on Tiananmen 
Square and reporting 
from the trenches, 
Martin Bell on war and 
the death of news and 
the real history behind 
Call The Midwife with 
actor Stephen McGann  
(Dr Turner) & writer 
Heidi Thomas.

Other guests include 8 Out Of 10 Cats Does 
Countdown’s Susie Dent, Frank McDonough & 
Withnail & I actor Paul McGann on the rise of Hitler, 
Janina Ramirez on famous art lost and found, 
Natalie Haynes, comedian and Radio 4 broadcaster 
on the fall of Troy, historian Sam Willis, presenter of 
BBC4’s The Silk Roads on the Spanish Armada, Tracy 
Borman Curator of Historic Royal Palaces on the 
court of Henry VIII, Suzannah Lipscomb, historian 
and TV broadcaster on women, sex & power in the 
16th century, Alison Weir on the wives of Henry VIII 
and the BBC’s Kavita Puri on the legacy of Partition.

Tiananmen Square

Andrew Roberts  
© Anna Kunst

Stephen McGann
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Never Better looks at the history 
of mental health treatment across 
the county and is a collaboration 
between Gloucester History 
Festival, Gloucestershire Archives, 
GUST (an organisation set up to 
support culture in Gloucester) 
and Strike a Light. It has been 
given £90,000 of funding by the 
Wellcome Trust, Heritage Lottery 
and Great Places.

A year of researching archive material, much of it 
looking at patient records from those in Gloucester 
Asylums, will be combined with contemporary 
experiences collected from local communities 
across the city. The result of this research will be a 
delicate, moving piece of theatre and installations to 
be performed by a cast of professional actors and a 
community choir. 

Performances will be held on 6 and 7 September  
in Blackfriars Priory. 

All information gathered will be held in the archives 
and the community choir, made up of people who 
have experience of mental ill health, will continue 
after the festival.

Visit www.neverbetter.site  
to find out more about the 
project and hear  
people’s stories

http://www.neverbetter.site
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To book tickets call 01452 396572 and for more  
information visit www.gloucesterhistoryfestival.co.uk

Listen to David Olusoga discussing 
the Windrush scandal.

15

Kate Adie © Ken Lennox

Legendary broadcaster Kate Adie will discuss the extraordinary 
events of Tiananmen Square 30 years ago where she broadcast the 
story of the massacre to the world and talks about her career as a  
foreign correspondent and war reporter, often on the front line.

Historian Lucy Worsley will give us a new telling of the story of Jane 
Austen’s life leading us into the rooms from which our best-loved 
novelist quietly changed the world. Jane famously lived a ‘life without 
incident’ but with new research and insights Lucy Worsley reveals a 
passionate woman who fought for her freedom.

http://www.gloucesterhistoryfestival.co.uk
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Moon Exhibition

29 June - 21 Sept |  
Gloucester Museum

This exhibition will mark the 50th 
anniversary of the moon landing. 
It will feature a collection of moon 
related exhibits including replica 
NASA spacesuits and lunar rock, 
as well as astrological maps and 
vintage telescopes. There will be an 
interactive kids’ zone with lots of 
space-related activities and a giant 
inflatable moon will be hung in the 
museum to set the scene. Find out 
more at http://www.visitgloucester.
co.uk/whats-on

Three Choirs Festival

26 July-3 Aug  | Gloucester 
Cathedral & other venues 

The Three Choirs Festival is a 
week-long programme of choral 
and orchestral concerts, cathedral 
services, solo and chamber music 
recitals, masterclasses, talks, theatre, 
exhibitions and walks, rotating each 
summer between the cathedral 
cities of Hereford, Gloucester and 
Worcester. It is the oldest non-
competitive classical music festival in 
the world, which celebrated its 300th 
anniversary in 2015. See https://
www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/
events/three-choirs-2019/ for  
more details.

Hope Exhibition

13 July–31 Aug  | St Nicholas’ 
Church, Westgate Street  | FREE 

Hope is the second part of Russell 
Haines’ ‘Faith Hope and Charity’ 
trilogy and explores through portraits 
and film the issue of immigration 
to the UK and the people who make 
up our diverse community and 
seeks to show the positive side of 
multiculturalism and its influence 
upon British society.

Sibling Distillery Art in the City

20 July  | Gloucester City Centre  | 
FREE 

Art In The City returns in 2019 to 
connect professional and amateur 
artists and communities to enhance 
the wellbeing of people in the city, 
though art exhibitions, installations, 
competitions, including the 
return of the successful Plein Air 
competition and much more. The 
festival celebrates creativity inspired 
by Gloucester’s history and heritage, 
its picturesque surroundings and its 
people. Visit artinthecity.org.uk to 
register for the competitions and  
to find out more.

Gloucester Quays Food Festival

26-28 July  | Gloucester Quays  
& The Docks | FREE

There will be free live cookery 
demonstrations, book signings and a 
chance to sample gastronomic treats 
from across the region and beyond 
with 120 stalls on offer across the 
weekend. Enjoy chef demonstrations 
from This Morning’s Phil Vickery, 
Rosemary Shrager and Dean 
Edwards, live music and fantastic 
food. See gloucesterquays.co.uk  
for more details.

Blackfriars Priory Summer  
Open Days

Open on Sundays and Mondays 
until 30 Sept  | Blackfriars Priory | 
10am-3pm | FREE entry

Come and experience the incredible 
Blackfriars Priory, nestled in the heart 
of Gloucester City Centre. Founded 
in 1239 on a site that had once been 
part of a Norman castle, Blackfriars 
boasts towering original 13th century 
scissor braced roofs, a fully enclosed 
cloister garden and fascinating 
architecture. Come and soak up the 
sun, study the building and enjoy the 
history of this stunning site.

http://www.visitgloucester.co.uk/whats-on
http://www.visitgloucester.co.uk/whats-on
https://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/events/three-choirs-2019/
https://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/events/three-choirs-2019/
https://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/events/three-choirs-2019/
http://artinthecity.org.uk
http://gloucesterquays.co.uk


Gloucester Rhythm  
& Blues Festival

27 July-4 Aug  | City centre venues  | 
FREE admission to all concerts

A mainstay of Gloucester’s 
festival season, local, national and 
international Blues artists converge 
on the city for a nine-day celebration 
of the genre. Last year, there were 70 
live performances across the city’s 
pubs and live music venues. Visit 
gloucesterblues.com for the latest 
news and line-ups. 

Fireworks Spectacular

27 July | Gloucester Park | 7pm | 
FREE

Come along to Gloucester Park 
for a fireworks display. The annual 
spectacle that is brought to you 
by the minds behind the London 
2012 Olympics fireworks. Music, 
entertainment, food and drink will be 
on hand from 7pm to get the party 
started, before the display at 9.45pm. 
See facebook.com/GlosSoMAC  
for more.

AUGUST

GlosJam Celebrates 57th Jamaica

4 Aug | Gloucester Park | 11am - 9pm  
| FREE entry

Children’s activities, football 
tournament, open mic, Caribbean 
food on sale, GFM DJs.

For a full list of What’s On in Gloucester visit the Tourist Information Centre at the Museum of Gloucester in 
Brunswick Road, or check out the website www.visitgloucester.co.uk/explore/tourist-information-centre
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Llanthony Secunda Open Day

4 Aug | Llanthony Secunda | 11.30am  
| £5

Step inside our listed buildings and 
find out more about the events and 
people that shaped Llanthony’s 
history, including an Archbishop 
of Canterbury and King Henry VII. 
Tours are limited to 15 people. See 
https://llanthonysecunda.org/
august-open-day/ for more.

Llanthony Secunda Playday

7 Aug | Llanthony Secunda |  
FREE entry

Llanthony Secunda Priory will be 
hosting Playday, the national day for 
play. Playday is the biggest play sector 
event in the UK. It is a campaign that 
highlights the importance of play in 
children’s lives and is coordinated 
by Play England. It will be full of 
fun activities for all ages. For more 
see https://llanthonysecunda.org/
playday-2019

Siege of Gloucester

25-26 Aug | Gloucester Park | FREE

Commemorating the 1643 English 
Civil Siege of Gloucester, a recreation 
of a 17th century battle in Gloucester 
Park. See all the action of the battle as 
horses, troops and cannon feature in 
this recreation of a Siege era conflict.

Museum of the Moon

16 Oct - 4 Nov  | Gloucester Cathedral

Part of a series of city-wide events 
celebrating 50 years since the Apollo 
moon landing, experience the  
Museum of the Moon, a 3D  
floating artwork by UK artist  
Luke Jerram: a fusion of  
lunar imagery, moonlight  
and surround sound  
composition created 
by BAFTA and  
Ivor Novello award  
winning composer  
Dan Jones.  
Between  
16 October and  
4 November,  
the Museum  
of the Moon  
will take up  
residence  
in the Nave  
of Gloucester  
Cathedral.
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http://gloucesterblues.com
http://facebook.com/GlosSoMAC
http://www.visitgloucester.co.uk/explore/tourist-information-centre
https://llanthonysecunda.org/august-open-day/
https://llanthonysecunda.org/august-open-day/
https://llanthonysecunda.org/playday-2019
https://llanthonysecunda.org/playday-2019
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Margot James MP and Jason Smith Diane Savory OBE

Gloucester is leading the way 
when it comes to digital retail 
innovation.

The UK Digital Retail Innovation Centre is the first 
of its kind in the country and has been opened in 
Gloucester.

It aims to help retailers adapt to the digital age and 
ensure High Streets and town centres can continue 
to thrive with innovative solutions to the challenges 
they face.

The UK:DRIC will enable companies to learn new 
skills in data, tech and digital marketing with 
workshops and training sessions.

It was opened at the end of May by the Minister for 
Digital and the Creative Industries Margot James 
MP and Diane Savory OBE, chair of the GFirst LEP, 
Gloucestershire’s Local Enterprise Partnership.

GFirst LEP sourced £400,000 of funding for 
Marketing Gloucester to run the facility on the 
promenade floor of the Eastgate Shopping Centre.
Attendees of the launch event, which included tech 
giants Google and IBM, were able to see a number of 
retail innovation projects being showcased and took 
part in digital workshops.

Ms Savory said: “Our places, our high streets and our 
retail centres are hugely important to the UK. This 
Digital Retail Innovation Centre is the first of its kind 
and it’s putting Gloucester on the map. Thank you 
to Gloucester for helping us to show the UK the way 
forward with retail and digital.”

Jason Smith, chief executive of Marketing Gloucester, 
added: “We are seeing an unprecedented level of 
change with the way people are engaging with the 
places they are at.

“That change has been driven by digital. The effects 
of Amazon and the way we shop has changed and 
our town and city centres are going to have to 
change as well.

“This centre will work with other locations and 
retailers across the country to continue the 
innovation this city has shown.”

Gloucester was chosen to host the centre because of 
its history of innovation. Its digital infrastructure and 
compact size of the city centre makes Gloucester a 
great testbed and cost-effective location for trialling 
new technology solutions, which can be easily scaled 
up if successful.

New national 
centre is putting 
Gloucester on  
the digital map
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Thriving
Gloucester

“This Digital Retail Innovation 
Centre is the first of its kind 
and it’s putting Gloucester 
on the map. Thank you to 
Gloucester for helping us to 
show the UK the way forward 
with retail and digital.”

© Marketing Gloucester 19
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Kings Jam 
Festival 
returns for 
third year
The Gloucester festival that has 
designs on being the biggest Urban 
music and arts festival in the South 
West returns this August.

Nadia Rose
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Running from August 10-11 in 
Kings Square it sees both local  
and national and international 
artists taking to the stage.

A celebration of hip hop and urban culture, it aims 
to raise the profile of Gloucester’s very own talented 
residents in music, dance and art by giving them the 
chance to perform on stage among  
professional artists.

The community run event, now in its third year, is 
supported by The Music Works in collaboration with 
Your Next Move, funded by Arts Council England, 
Gloucester City Council, Heritage Lottery Fund, 
and the Paul Hamlyn Foundation as part of the 
Gloucester Roundhouse Exchange and Great Place.

Headlining Saturday’s bill is hip-hop artist Nadia 
Rose, one of the leading female figures in the new 
wave of U.K. urban artists, combining sharp lyrics 
with a relatable sense of humour.

The Croydon born artist has appeared at a number 
of major UK festivals including Glastonbury, 
Reading and Leeds, and headlined London’s Born 
and Bred Festival. She even has a MOBO award for 
Best Video to her name.

The Gloucester based artist Griz-O will also join 
the Saturday’s line up. Describing his song writing 
as versatile and creative, he has a diverse range 
of influences including anything from new wave 
to R&B, funk, soul and indie which has in turn 
influenced his own music.

On Sunday the line-up includes 24-year-old DJ and 
broadcaster, Tiffany Calver, the first ever female host 
of the Rap Show on BBC Radio 1. She has opened up 
for a number of UK and US artists including Jay Z 
and Beyoncé and most recently Drake.

Gloucester outfit, Caviar Crew join her on Sunday’s 
bill promising ‘a mental revolution for all of those like 
minded’.

As well as the main event in Kings Square the festival 
also offers creative industry workshops for young 
people looking to follow a career in the arts and a 
competitive street dance competition.

Festival creative director, Malaki Patterson, said: 
“It started to give a platform for local artists who 
maybe don’t have anywhere else to perform in 
Gloucestershire. And every year it’s getting bigger.
“The first year we had one thousand people, the last 
year two thousand and this year we’ve already given 
out two thousand tickets.

“I think it’s realistic to say that we could be the biggest 
Urban festival in the South West. We work with a lot 
of young people who steer what we do and have a say 
in picking the headliners and as we’ve grown bigger 
more and more young people have come on board 
and the feedback we’re getting is fantastic.”

“It started to give a platform for 
local artists who maybe don’t 
have anywhere else to perform in 
Gloucestershire. And every year it’s 
getting bigger.“

Tickets are free and available from  
www.kingsjamfestival.com

Griz-O

Tiffany Calver

http://www.kingsjamfestival.com
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Gloucester’s  
Kings Square  
in the spotlight
Two internationally-renowned  
architecture, art and design  
studios have been appointed  
to help transform Gloucester’s  
Kings Square as part of  
multi-million pound  
proposals to  
regenerate  
the area.

The Sousse and Bardo Memorial 
in Birmingham was designed 
by George King Architects and 
is dedicated to the 31 British 
nationals who lost their lives in 
the terrorist attacks in Tunisia 
in 2015. Photo by NARRO



Gloucester City Council put out  
two tenders to search for artists  
in March; one to design new space 
around the edge of the square and 
the other for the creation of an 
exciting new approach to  
lighting Kings Square.

A total of 33 submissions were received and George 
King Architects (GKA) whose founder hails from the 
city, were selected to design the space around  
the square.

George King, principal at GKA, said: “As a designer born 
in Gloucester with lots of happy memories visiting the 
square as a child, I understand the important role the 
square plays in the life of the city. 

We are excited to create something memorable that 
the people of Gloucester can be proud of and that will 
delight locals and visitors alike.”

Multi award-winning Michael Grubb Studio has been 
selected to create a unique and inspiring lighting 
design for Kings Square.

Michael Grubb, creative director, said: “We are very 
excited to be able to take part in the creation of a 
unique scheme that will re-imagine and transform the 
Square taking into account its history and providing an 
engaging and exciting experience by day and by night.”

The preferred design from each practice is due to be 
presented to the Kings Quarter Art Commissioning 
panel in July.

The selected artwork and lighting design will fit around 
the reinstated fountains, which will include arcs of 
water, coloured lighting and mist effects, inspired by 
the River Severn, with different computer-controlled  
jet patterns.

Leader of Gloucester City Council, Councillor Paul 
James, said: “We can’t wait to see the ideas and designs 
that will create a new feature embedded into the square 
and stunning uses of lighting – both of which will 
be unique to Gloucester and its history. We know it 
will capture the imagination of the local community, 
enhance the new public realm and create a positive 
identity for Kings Square.”

Plans for the Kings Quarter redevelopment project 
have been submitted by Gloucester City Council and 
if successful, will see a more modern development, 
including 150 homes, 40,000 sq ft of office space  
and a new multi-storey car park.
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An example of work by 
George King Architects 
called ‘One Thousand Thank 
Yous’ - a large scale hanging 
installation within the 
entrance of Gloucestershire 
Royal Hospital.  
Photo by Duncan Stevenson
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Legendary  
broadcaster 

Kate 
Adie
will be appearing at the 


