
 

 

Gloucester City Council – Open Spaces Strategy 

We are currently in the process of adopting a new Open Spaces Strategy for Gloucester and 

we would like to hear your views on what we are proposing for our Parks and Open Spaces 

over the next five years. 

What is the Open Spaces Strategy? 

Our Open Spaces Strategy will set out the Council’s ambitions for Gloucester’s Parks and Open Spaces 

over the next five years.  It contains a series of objectives for the development of parks and open 

spaces, giving officers and partner organisations ambitious targets to work towards.  It also gives 

residents a clear understanding of the Council’s aspirations in respect of parks and open spaces and 

explains how residents can get involved in helping to care for their local green spaces.  The Open 

Spaces Strategy also provides evidence for the development of robust, sustainable polices within the 

City Plan, ensuring the protection of existing open space, and helping to create new, appropriate parks 

and open spaces. 

The draft Open Spaces Strategy can be found here at: 

https://www.gloucester.gov.uk/media/4097/gloucester-city-draft-open-space-strategy-2020-

2025.pdf 

 

Why does Gloucester need an Open Spaces Strategy? 

 

Good quality, safe, accessible parks and open spaces make an important contribution to a 

community's overall quality of life.  The recent coronavirus pandemic has demonstrated how 

important parks and open spaces are for physical and mental wellbeing, allowing residents access to 

green space for exercise and the maintenance emotional resilience.     

 

Gloucester has a wide range of open spaces including natural wild space, formal sports grounds, parks 

and play areas which must accommodate a multitude of needs.   

 

  

Some people value their open spaces for the opportunity it gives them to enjoy daily contact with 

nature.  Others value their open spaces as places for formal and informal sport and recreation.   
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Equipped play areas help children to develop social and cognitive skills and to engage their creative 

imaginations, they are also places where parents can meet and socialise.   Open spaces and parks are 

in demand as venues for large community gatherings like concerts and circuses, and smaller, local 

events like fairs and community picnics.  Parks and open spaces must also meet the needs of casual 

visitors who may just want to sit in the sun and eat their lunch. 

 

With so many different demands being placed on our parks and open spaces, it’s important that we 

set out clear priorities in respect of their management and development so that residents know what 

they can expect from the Council and so that we can make best use of our resources. 

 

 

What we want you to tell us 

 

We’d like you to let us know what you value about your local parks and open spaces and your views 

on the priorities which we have identified in the Open Spaces Strategy.  We would be particularly 

interested in your views on 

• Do you have any comments on the vision and key objectives of the OSS? If so, please give 

details 

 

• Have we included all open spaces in your area, or have any been missed for consideration? 

 

• What value do open spaces bring to your community? What is the most important thing to 

you about your open space?  How can open spaces best be utilised to promote the mental 

and physical health/wellbeing of the community?   

 

• Do you support the objective of implementing measures to combat climate change and 

improve wildlife such as creating wildflower meadows, restoring natural brooks, streams and 

rivers (for example, by removing concrete channels), having more trees and leaving some 

areas for nature? 

 

• How the local community can be encouraged to get involved in the management of Open 

Spaces (friend’s groups, volunteer litter pickers, consultations, communication etc.)? 

 

• The strategy identifies 21 open spaces for other uses including six for new development. 

What alternative uses would you support on those nominated spaces? See page 99 – 100 of 

the strategy. 

 

      
Removing concrete channels in Gloucester, before, during and after 



Key facts about Gloucester’s Open Spaces 

 

• There are over 200 areas of public open space in the city, including formal and informal green 
spaces, allotments, cemeteries, Robinswood Hill Country Park and Alney Island Nature Reserve, a 
total open space area of over 550 hectares.  
 
• There are six designated Local Nature Reserves (LNR) and two Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) in the city.  
 
• Almost 14% of the city’s total land area is publicly accessible green space.  
 
• The Council maintains seventy-five playgrounds, skateparks and multi-use games areas (MUGAs) in 
the Gloucester. There are also a further 6 public play areas which are managed by other 
organisations. Over £750k was invested in upgrading play areas between 2014-2019.  
 
• There are some larger sports grounds and facilities that serve the city as a whole, such as the 
Oxstalls Sports Centre/Plock Court outdoor pitches and Blackbridge Jubilee Athletics track.  
 
• Between April 2014 (when the previous strategy was adopted) and October 2019, the council has 
secured, through the planning process, an additional 15 hectares of new open space and over 
£2million for improvements to existing parks and open spaces across the city.  
 
Key themes of the Open Space Strategy. 
 
The document assesses the existing quality and quantity of open space provision within the city. In 

terms of overall open space provision, it identifies that the distribution of open space across the city 

is adequate, but rather uneven.  

 

Due to the densely built-up nature of many of the city’s residential areas, creating additional new open 

spaces where there are shortfalls will not be possible. Instead the strategy seeks to improve the quality 

of facilities and accessibility to existing green spaces, as well as providing residents with plenty of 

information about parks and recreational opportunities in adjacent areas.  

 

Since the publication of Gloucester’s previous Open Space Strategy in 2014, climate change and loss 

of biodiversity have become increasingly important issues. This updated strategy contains measures 

which seek to enhance the contribution that Gloucester’s green spaces make to mitigating the effects 

of climate change and increase the provision of habitat for wildlife.  

 

Ensuring the city’s green spaces are managed and maintained cost effectively and using sustainable 

practices, is also vital. Inviting the community to help look after some open spaces is important and 

helps residents develop a sense of ownership and pride in their local parks.  

     



Although many are not directly under the city council’s control, protection of playing fields and 

outdoor sports facilities is also a key priority. Ensuring the council has robust planning policies to 

protect or mitigate against the loss of open spaces to potential development sites and ensuring there 

is sufficient new open space provision falls within the remit of this strategy, in conjunction with 

policies set out in the Gloucester City Plan and the Joint Core Strategy for Gloucester, Cheltenham and 

Tewkesbury.  

 

Funding the improvements  

 

Council budgets for the management and improvement of open space are limited, so careful 

consideration must be given to ensure that any works carried out are affordable and sustainable in 

the long term.  

The strategy acknowledges that although funding is limited, there are still opportunities for the 

council to work with partners, groups and volunteers to deliver safe, active and well managed 

spaces. Sources of additional external funding will also be secured where possible, including through 

the planning process.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Gloucester City Council is committed to providing an integrated network of safe, accessible parks 

and green spaces, where biodiversity and the natural environment are protected and enhanced, and 

appropriate, high quality, facilities are provided.  We would welcome your views on what we are 

proposing. You can take part in this consultation by looking and completing the online survey at  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JCYV7DS 

Or completing a consultation sheet and returning it to  environment@gloucester.gov.uk 

Or post to: Public Open Spaces Team, Gloucester City Council, PO Box 3252, Gloucester 
GL1 9FW  
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