Asbestos cement products

Asbestos cement in good condition does not pose a risk.  There is only a danger when the material becomes damaged and asbestos fibres are released to the air and into the breathing zone of people.
If the asbestos cement product is:

· in good condition
· is not likely to be damaged
· is not likely to be worked on

then it may be safe to leave it where it is, otherwise you will need to seal it or remove it.
If removal of asbestos cement is required then it must be carried out safely taking the following precautions:

· remove them whole wherever possible to keep dust to a minimum.
· keep the material wet – it will need to be thoroughly damped through. 

· wear a suitable disposable mask.
· use hand tools as opposed to power tools to keep dust to a minimum.
· wear suitable protective clothing, i.e. disposable boiler suit and gloves.
· keep the work area clean and tidy.
· make sure surfaces which may get covered in dust/or debris are easily cleaned or are covered with plastic sheeting.
· wipe up residues with a damp rag.
· keep other persons out of the area.
· double bag in a heavy polythene bag, label it and dispose of it safely.
AVOID

· breaking up sheets (if possible).
· spreading dust and debris i.e. by sweeping or using power tools.
· creating piles of dust and debris.
· remember – asbestos roof sheets are fragile and there is a risk of falling through.  Use crawling boards or roof ladders.
