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Supporting Small Business Rates Relief Subsidy control cancellation form 2026/27


Dear Ratepayer,

Account Reference: _______________________

Property Address: ______________________________________________

At the 2025 Autumn Budget the Chancellor announced that the 2026 SSBR scheme will cap bill increases at £800 per year or the relevant caps within transitional relief (whichever is the greatest) for any business losing eligibility for certain reliefs, including Small Business Rate Relief and Retail Hospitality and Leisure Relief, at the 2026 revaluation.

The full Government guidance can be found: Business Rates Relief: 2026 Supporting Small Business Relief, local authority guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

2026 Supporting Small Business Relief will be awarded automatically by Gloucester City Council as part of the annual billing process. The relief will show on the demand notices 
issued at that time

Who is eligible for the 2026 Supporting Small Business Relief and how much relief will be available?

The 2026 SSBR will help those ratepayers who at the revaluation are seeing large increases in their bills as a result of losing some or all of their Small Business Rate Relief, Retail Hospitality and Leisure Relief, Rural Rate Relief and and/or 2023 Supporting Small Business 
Relief.

Charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs, who are already entitled to mandatory 80% relief, are not eligible for 2026 SSBR.

To support eligible ratepayers, 2026 SSBR will ensure that the increase in the bills of these ratepayers is limited to £800 per year or the relevant caps within transitional relief whichever is the greater

For those ratepayers receiving 2023 SSB relief on 31/3/26 (including those also receiving SBRR, Rural Rate Relief and/or RHL Relief on 31/3/26), any eligibility for 2026 SSBR will end on 31 March 2027.  All other eligible ratepayers remain in 2026 SSBR for either 3 years or until they reach the bill they would have paid without the scheme. 
A change of ratepayers will not affect eligibility for the Supporting Small Business Scheme but eligibility will be lost if the property falls vacant or becomes occupied by a charity or Community Amateur Sports Club.

There is no second property test for eligibility for the 2026 SSBR scheme. However, those ratepayers who during 2025/26 lost entitlement to Small Business Rate Relief (because they failed the second property test) but have, under the rules for Small Business Rate Relief, been given a 12 month period of grace before their relief ended (or from 27/11/25 3 years) - can continue on the 2026 SSBR scheme for the remainder of their period of grace.

Subsidy Control

The 2026 SSBR scheme is subject to the Minimal Financial Assistance thresholds under the Subsidy Control Act. This means no recipient can receive over £315,000 over a 3-year period (consisting of the 2026/27 year and the two previous financial years). MFA subsidies 
cumulate with each other and with other subsidies that fall within the category of ‘Minimal or SPEI financial assistance’. Any other subsidies claimed under the Small Amounts of 
Financial Assistance limit of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement should be counted under the £315,000 allowance.

Minimal Financial Assistance (MFA) subsidies above £100,000 are subject to transparency requirements. This is not cumulated per beneficiary but applies per subsidy award. This means that for every individual subsidy provided of more than £100,000, the local authority needs to include details of the subsidy on the subsidy control database.
What action must I take?
You do not need to take any further action unless your business will exceed the MFA limit (£315,000) over the relevant three-year period.
If the following applies to you, please complete the declaration at the bottom of this letter (Cancellation of relief), declaring that you are in breach of the MFA limit:

How to return 
Return by 30 April 2026 to br@gloucester.gov.uk – please ensure you enter ‘Subsidy Control’ and include the 10-digit business rates reference number beginning with 060 in the subject line of your email.
The government and Gloucester City Council will not tolerate any business falsifying their records or providing false evidence to gain this discount, including claiming support above the exemption threshold. A ratepayer who falsely applies for any relief, or provides false information or makes false representation in order to gain relief may be guilty of fraud under the Fraud Act 2006.












Cancellation of relief
[bookmark: _Hlk127363809]
If you do not wish to receive Supporting Small Business Relief for the 2026/27 billing year, complete and return this form to Gloucester City Council. 


Account Reference:



	Name and address of premises
	Non-domestic rates account number
	Amount of SSB relief received 

	 


	 
	 



I confirm that I am in breach of the MFA limit and decline the Supporting Small Business Relief applied to my business rates for 2026/27.

I understand that cancelling the relief will increase my business rates payable for 2026/27.

___________________________________________



I confirm that I am authorised to sign on behalf of _________________________________ [name of ratepayer].
 
SIGNATURE:

NAME:

POSITION:

BUSINESS:

ADDRESS:




DATE:

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:
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If you wish your future bills to be issued by email, please tick here  
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