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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background  

1.1.1 A reserved matters planning application has been submitted to Gloucester City Council 

(GCC) for new residential development and associated infrastructure.   

 Planning reference: 22/00553/REM. 

1.1.2 MHP Arboriculture has prepared an impact assessment and tree protection details as part of 

the application: 

 MHP reference: 22037 LAND NORTH OF RUDLOE DRIVE, 

GLOUCESTER_V1_COMBINED 

1.2 Pre-determination feedback 

1.2.1 Pre-determination feedback has been received from GCC.  The Tree Officer’s comments in 

summary are: 

 Summary: 

1. No significant trees shall be removed to enable the construction of the proposals.  

2. Tree protection measures in accordance with the submitted report can be put in 
place to ensure that construction works do not result in damage to the retained 
trees. This is with the exception of T44 which requires an additional arboricultural 
method statement to ensure that the TPO tree is suitably protected. 

3. New tree planting could be carried out that will enhance the arboricultural qualities 
of the site into the future. But more tree planting along the Rudloe Drive and main 
access road are required, more akin to outline plan 309.P.6.1. 

4. There is potential for future subsidence claims in one area of the site. It is 
recommended that further information is provided, to address these concerns. 

 Objection - subject to points 2, 3 and 4 being satisfied.  

1.3 Instruction and scope 

1.3.1 I am instructed by Vistry Cotswolds to prepare relevant arboricultural information to address 

point 2 above.    
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2 T44 – ARBORICULTURAL METHOD STATEMENT 

2.1 Description of task 

2.1.1 Remove existing hard surfacing next to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) protected tree and 

reinstate to grassed public open space. 

2.1.2 All contractors must be made aware of the content and the requirements of this AMS and 

must agree to conform before starting work. 

2.1.3 The requirements of the AMSmust be implemented in full in order to enable suitable 

compliance with the planning permission. 

2.2 Arboricultural Method Statement 

2.2.1 Refer to the Tree Protection Plan at Appendix 1 (detail below). 

 

2.2.2 Ensure that other site operations (for example removal of road surface adjacent to other 

nearby trees) is sequenced so that vehicle access for removal of arisings and import of topsoil 

is always on the existing hard surfacing. 

Figure 1 – extract from Tree Protection Plan 
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2.2.3 The arboricultural method statement is set out in the table below:. 

Sequence of site operations and Tree Protection Monitoring 

Work 
stage 

Task Description Tree Protection Monitoring  

1 
Tree 

protection 
barriers 

•  Construct in locations and to specifications shown on 
the Tree Protection Plan. 

•  Email photographs of tree protection in-situ 
to Gloucester City Council planning 
department for inclusion on the planning file. 

2 

Removal of 
existing 

hard 
surfacing 

•  Hard surfacing can be dismantled using a mechanical 
excavator BUT a banksman must be present at all 
times to check for the presence of roots. 
•  Work from on top of the existing road surface at all 
times.  Note that Work Stages 2 and 3 must be 
combined to enable replacement topsoil to be brought 
to the work area using the existing road surface. 
•  Carefully pull out the kerbs closest to the tree.  Then 
lift off tarmac and the sub-base beneath. 
•  If tree roots are encountered that are greater than 
20mm diameter and with potential to be broken, stop 
mechanical excavation and continue to dismantle the 
structure by hand only. 
•  Where roots are exposed and retained, they must be 
covered with hessian cloth to prevent them from 
drying out. 
•  If any roots are accidentally damaged during the 
process, photograph the nature and extent of the 
damage and then prune back any torn ends using a 
sharp tool (such as secateurs/pruning saw) removing as 
little as possible and leaving a neat cut that is as small 
as possible. 
•  Remove all arisings from site.   
•  Backfill with topsoil as described at Work Stage 3.   
•  Repeat. 

•  Email photographs works in process in 
relation to tree protection to  Gloucester 
Council planning department for inclusion on 
the planning file 

3 

Backfill 
excavated 
area and 
establish 

new grass 
surface 

•  If possible, use topsoil that has been graded off and 
separated as part of ground work operations elsewhere 
on the site – note this soil must not be a mix of top and 
sub soil.  If unavailable, use topsoil to conform to BS 
3882:2015. 
•  Fill the void with topsoil to the required level and 
level off to leave the finished level proud of the 
surrounding area to enable natural settlement.  Do not 
compact the area. 
•  Repeat Work Stage 2. 
•  On completion, adjust tree protection barriers to 
cover entire area of imported topsoil as this is now 
Root Protection Area. 

•  Email photographs works in process in 
relation to tree protection to Gloucester City 
Council planning department for inclusion on 
the planning file 
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Sequence of site operations and Tree Protection Monitoring 

Work 
stage 

Task Description Tree Protection Monitoring  

4 

Remove 
tree 

protection 
barriers 

•  Barriers must not be removed until completion of all 
other construction works on site. 

•  Provide Gloucester City Council with five 
working days' written notice that the barriers 
are to be removed 

5 
Final 

landscaping 

•  Manually weed the area. 
•  Apply grass seed and provide aftercare in accordance 
with the Landscaping Scheme. 
•  Keep area fenced off until grass is  

•  Email photographs of completed works to 
Gloucester City Council planning department 
for inclusion on the planning file.   
•  Provide suitable evidence to Gloucester City 
Council planning department to demonstrate 
compliance with grass establishment 
maintenance requirements. 
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