Asbestos and building

If you're going to do building or refurbishment work, you need to think about asbestos.
At home 

· Asbestos could be on old central heating pipes, insulation boards and some ceiling boards.
· Asbestos cement was often used on garage roofs, in corrugated form and as gutters or down pipes.
· Asbestos cement, if treated carefully, is generally considered to be low risk.
· Where asbestos is in sound condition and is unlikely to be disturbed or damaged then it can be left in situ as it does not present any harm.

At work
In commercial and industrial buildings it was sprayed onto structural steelwork; used as lagging on boilers and pipework, and in insulating boards and ceiling tiles.
What age of property is affected?
Between 1950-1980 any property built or refurbished could contain asbestos.
Is the asbestos in good condition and sealed?
· If so, it is safe to leave it (unless you are going to disturb or abrade it during building or refurbishment works).

· Label it and, for commercial buildings, put it in the asbestos register so no one works on it inadvertently.
· If you are going to work in the area, or the building work involves demolition of the asbestos or releasing fibres in some way, then an assessment will have to be made and extra precautions will be necessary in line with the requirements of asbestos regulations.
The approach very much depends on what type of asbestos it is:
· With asbestos lagging, insulation board and fire/thermal insulation, where the content is high, you will need specialist advice for removal.
· Specialist licensed contractors are the only people who can remove asbestos (other than asbestos cement).
· Planning ahead is essential as there are fixed notification periods for removal, to ensure all the work is carried out safely.
· It is safer to survey your building before work starts, rather than have it delayed once building work is underway.
