COUNTY: GLOUCESTERSHIRE SITE NAME: HUCCLECOTE MEADOWS
DISTRICT: GLOUCESTER, STROUD & TEWKESBURY

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981.

Local Planning Authority: GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL, Gloucester City
Council, Tewkesbury Borough Council, Stroud District Council

National Grid Reference: SO 872163 Area: 5.74 (ha.) 14.2 (ac.)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 162 1:10,000: SO 81 NE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): — Date of Last Revision: —
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1984 Date of Last Revision: —

Other Information:
New site.

Reasons for Notification:

A series of lowland meadows overlying Lower Lias clays in the Severn Vale near the
outskirts of Gloucester. They represent one of the few remaining areas of such herb-rich
ancient pastures in the county and have traditionally been managed for hay and stock
grazing.

The meadows are exceptionally rich in plant species with variations in the relative
abundance of particular species from one field to the next. The main grasses are generally
Yorkshire fogHolcus lanatusmeadow fescuEestuca pratensjsrested dog’s-tail
Cynosurus cristatuand meadow foxtalopecurus pratensiwith other meadow species
such as quaking graBsiza mediasweet vernal-gragsnthoxanthum odoratuyncommon
bentAgrostis capillarisand meadow barlgytordeum secalinunHerb species characteristic
of such ancient meadow habitats here include large amounts of greatSaungeisorba
officinalis, cowslipPrimulaveris, devil’s-bit scabiou$uccisa pratensjsaw-wort

Serratula tinctoria lady’s bedstravGalium verumyellow rattleRhinanthus minoand
betonyStachys officinalisLess abundant are plants such as pepper sax8itzgen silaus
dyer's greenwee@enista tinctoriagreen-winged orchi@rchis morioand the nationally
rare corky-fruited water dropwo@enanthe pimpinelloide&ltogether the fields support
some 75 different meadow species.

The fields are bordered by very old hedges consisting largely of hav@rataegus
monogynaand blackthoriPrunus spinosavith occasional hedgerow trees such as oak
Quercus robur

A good range of butterflies have been recorded including meadow Mawiola jurtina,
marbled whiteMelanargia galatheacommon blu€’olyommatus icarygrizzled skipper
Pyrgus malvaend small heat@oenonymphaamphilus



